FATAL CONSEQUENCES 
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INTRODUCTION. 


LNOVERNMENT was in- 
AF tended for the preſervation 
of mankind in general, and for 
the protection of individuals. For 
this purpoſe laws were made; and: 
. enforced by the ſanction of re- 
wards and puniſhments : the firſt 
being deſigned for the encourage- 
ment of virtue, the laſt for the 
ſubverſion of vice. While theſe 
two objects are kept in view, the 
great ends of government firſt 
mentioned will be obtained. | 


But how it has happened I can- 
2 not 


—— 


not 5 yet ſo it is, that virtue has 
not received encouragement pro- 
portionate to its value. In later 


days,” it has either been ſuppreſſed ; 


by a vicious miniſter; or cruſhed 


by a reſtleſs faction; or under- 
mined by the malevolent jeſter. 
So that it has been left to the bars 
comfort of being it its own reward, / 
And as virtue has Fa fo. 
vice has reared its head. This- 
affords us-but-a melancholy proſe, 
pe : ſince we ſee by the light of 
hiſtory, that the decreaſe of king · 
doms is in proportion to the in- 
creaſe of vice. Where luxury has 
gained ground, there effeminacy 
has done the fame ; and Mae 
09. LO IDO eh es the 
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* A * 


| ( ix * 
the bulwark of 4 cone is be- 
come a ſtranger to it. Where 
avarice* has prevailed, there the 
poor are made the ſlaves of the 
rich, and the balance of a free 
ſtate is deſtroyed. Where pro- 
fuſion | has been the faſhion of 
the times, there rapaciouſneſs 
ſtarts up, and extorts money, not 
to accumulate but to ſquander.— 

Where laſciviouſneſs reigns, there 
flows i in a torrent of debauchery, 
to the diſttaction of private fami- 
lies, 1 to the Ain of PAO 
laws. 


* 


\ Ne empire can ſtand long un- 
der the loſs of virtue, and nothing 
can ſecure a nation but the reco- 
e very 


K* 


very. of it. Nothing but cams Ft 
great affliction can poſſibiy make 1 
1 them regain their ſenſes, which Fi 
may ſerve to terrify them into the 4 
A pigs. of e and e | = 


$0: r fir 
Let us look into the amia- i. 
"ns conduct of the two firſt per- * 


ſonages of this kingdom. They of 
have ſet an illuſtrious Pattern of 1 
domeſtic happineſs i in a life of vir- 
tue. But though virtue may be 
juſtly eſtcemed one of the brighteſt 
Jewels of a, crown, yet it has not 
influence ſufficient to expel the 
poiſon of private vices: which 
muſt in time produce pubis ca- 
lamities. We ſhall bring in- 
ſtances enough to prove this al- 
ſertion 


(4) 


T * 


ſertion in the following ſheets. 


In order to which, it is my deſign 
to make Adultery, one of theſe 
vices ſo prevalent among us, the 
chief topic of them. But I ſhall 
firſt ſpeak of Marriage, whereof 
it is an abuſe : that I may the bet- 


ter illuſtrate how great this abuſe 


of it i is. 0 
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n is 4 


o N MARRIAGE. 


8 E 0 T 1 0 . 
7" 109 beginning. | 
"HEN the all- wiſe Cre- 
ator made this lower 


world, he provided for 


| the continuance, of its ſeveral parts 
in their kinds, till it ſhould be his 
good pleaſure to put an end to the 

whole. This is moſt obſervable 
in reſpect to all kinds of living 


creatures: But as. ny Qfepriog ” 
e 1 


MEL. 


of muta] requires a nn and 
greater care in bringing up than 
the Offspring of any other living 
creatures, ſo he intended a ſtricter 


and a more laſting union between 5 


the Parents. 7 


SECTION I. 


I. nature. * . Ar- 1” 

Is union is in our tongue 
ſtiled Mar ringe: and is not 

only the firſt, but the moſt per- 
fett union that can be formed 


among men. For if the union be- 


tween a man and his father is by 
nature very great, that Bet een à 


man and his ige is fill greater + 
becauſe 


CT 


[3] 


vice they become united not 


134432 il 


only by nature but allo by com- 
pact and intereſt. * 06; - 


Some have refin'd apon this uni- | 
on between man and wife, as if 
it were in a manner to continue 
after death: for which reaſon they 
have diſapprov'd of a ſecond mar- 
riage. This ſentiment prevailed 
very early in the world, accord- ; 
ing to Virgil, who brings i in Dido 
making the following declaration; 


But firſt let yawning earth a paſſage rend, 
And let me through the dark abyſs deſcend; 
Firſt 


— 


Mi 


I” _ 
TL 


»ö—Ü— 


* Sed mibi vel ell optem privs ima a dehiſcat 3 1 / 
Val pater omnipotens adigat me fulmine 1 ambras, f 
EB 2 Pat- 


141 


Firſt letayenging Jove with flames from high, ] 


| Drive down this body to the nether ky, T 
. 7 


- . 


Condemni with Ghoſts in in 8 endleſs > night to 
N | | l 
Before I break the plighted faith 1. gave. 1 . 


No; he who had my vows, ſhall ever have 3 ; 


9 


rer whom I loy'd on earth, 1 workhip i in the f 


* 4 +3 9 


: 3 
1 * 
N 


| grave.” OT 
Dryden's VIRC. 


; 


LY Ot. a SLES, dnn fin 
Thus too Valeria, a ſiſter of 


dal LP 8 : 
— 2 = 


CORR” — 


Pallentes umbras Erebi, noctemque profundam; 


Ante, Pudor, quam te violo, aut tua jura reſolvo. 


4 Sg ov Ee COA AAS 2957 7 > 


Ille meos, primus qui me ſibi junxit, amores 


Abſtubic: 55 habeat ſecum, ſer vetque e Ae 
VIC. HÆneid. J. ivy. v. 24. 


* Eraſm, Apoth. viii. 19. Valeria, 


Meſſalarum 1 ee Cur amiſſe 
ot Rr PIOE 31197 "ant N ws en 


- * 2 * 
. 


* 


2 


x7 © 
— 
* 


8, 
the Meſfalæ, being aſked, My, 
having Ia Servius, fhe would not 
marry another? an wer'd, Becauſe 
my huſband, 8 ervius, e Aver 
to ne. 


* Again the younger Portia, 
when a certain woman was com- 
mended in her preſence as a per- 
ſon of good morals, who yet had 


married twice, ſaid, A matron who 


Zs Depp: and chaſte, marries but once. 
; 1 | 


* i q - 
Me „ e FL 78 WE © £4 TS 
— — _ 
3 5 ; 2 


| 
& 


Servio, nulli vellet nubere? Quoniam, 
inquit, mibi ſemper vivit marius Ser- 


Us. 


2 Enn. Frey viii, Portia Mi- 
| B 3 nor, 


HE 
| Among the Romans, women, 
ada had. been content with one 
marriage, were preſented with the 


crown of Chaſtity. For they judg- 
ed, That woman's mind was chaſte, 


2 


„ 


— —_—_— 


nor, quum laudaretur apud eam mu- 
lier quædam ut bene morata, quæ ta- 
men iterarat matrimonium, Felix, in- 
quit, ac Pudica matrona non aulit 2 


. " f7 


— 


4 


„Val. Max. ii. c. i. $3 chan uno 
contentæ matrimonio fuerant, corona 
pudicitiz honorabantur : Exiſtimabant 
enim eum præcipue matronæ Aincera, 
fide incorruptum eſſe animum, qui poſt 
depoſitæ virginitatis cubile in publicum 
egredr neſeiret ; multorum matrimo- 

niorum experientiam quaſi legitime 
e eee ſignum eſſe 


rl 
int GERT IE LEY 7 
„ bg 4 . . 2 * 14 
1 8 * 
2 TC 
» 
* 


| T% 


1 


4 


Tac. Germ. c. xix. Melius—ez 
olvitates, in quibus tantum virgines 
nubunt, et cum ſpe vatoque uxoris 
ſemel tranſigitur. Sic unum accipi- 
unt maritum, quomodo unum corpus, 


[2] 
which, after the firſt marriage 
wherein the quitted ber virgin- 
ſtate, could not bear to come forth 
to a ſecond: they looking upon 
the practice of ſeveral marriages to 
be as it were a mark of a certain 
lawleſs incontinence. 


a 8 * 4 % 
1445117 1 


Tacitus giving an account of the 
manners of the ancient Germans, 
Gave ha * Thoſe cities flou-? 

e 301% 2» 1575194 14 als 


4 4 7 oY @ 4 * * 
1 * 43 $2 p 1 214 2 
_ 4 4 . = I * * 5 " £ 
8 * Ou —_— 0 2 —_ — — 
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unamque vitam, ne. ulla cogitatio ul. 
s, ne longior cupiditas, ne tanquam 
* B 4 maritum, 


(81 


Tith beſt where only VI irgins marry; 
and whete a wife's hope and with 
is over once for all. So they take 
one hufpand, as one body and one 
life; leſt there be any thought 
beyond, any longer deſire, and leſt 


they may not love the huſband, 


but whe ander ; 


This: delkency, in \ regard to a ſe" 
ond marriage, may be very com- 


mendable in general: but it will 


not hold good in all caſes. For if 
a young woman marry becauſe the 


has not, the gift of continency, and 
che ewe be e diSblved ha, 


? 4x 1 ; 5 


* 
, : - 


maritum, ſed tanquam matrimoniun 
ament, | 


dath 


LL 


£93 
death or otherwiſe ; the reaſon may 
be as ſtrong for a ſecond marriage. 
as for the firſt—Again, if through. 
the ſword, or famine, or peſti- 
lence, a country become weak, 
ſhe ſeems in a manner obliged, 
without a ſufficient reaſon to the 
contrary, by a re-marriage, to con- 
tribute towards the repeopling of 
it. And again, if a diſtreſt widow | 
ſhould have an offer made her of 
marrying a man, who might put 
her in eaſy. <ircuraſtances, the. 
would not ſurely be to blame if ſhe. . 
embraced ſuch an offer. For when 
Portia ſaid, A matron dbb rs happy, | 
marries but once; ſhe tacitly ac- 
knowledg'd, That were that mas 
do B 5 - tron 


[ 76, }- 


tron-unhappy, i ſhexpignt Fen mare. 
ry twice. | 


! 1 1 n 
* — 4 F- 7 I F; £ 
Es 5 


EON 11. 


hs progreſe.. 


AR RI AGE, "OI 5 - 
s. Zuted of God in tbe time of 
man's en; was deliyered down 
by his Church to future ages. And 
though in proceſs of time there 
aroſe a generation after them, which 
knew. not the Lord, yet this inſti- 
tution was found even with them. 
We are told indeed, that in the 
Region, afterward called Attica, 
the Sexes coupled promiſcuoully. 
P41 Le like 


Patil: 


like the beaſts of the field: but 


we are told again, that Cecrops the 
firſt king of the Athenians, among 


other wiſe regulations, made this 
of mariah, according to Non onnus z 


® 5 


* Cad, Tb letters, Solon fa, | 
And IE N b | 


i 
0 , 1 F q 
= 4 + 4 [4 N 8 


For the people of Attica were 
then in a depraved ſtate; and Ce- 


craps undertook to make them 


A not like beaſts, 125 like men. 


A : 
" I. 4 1 * 1 


. t 

” . 4 1 „ : 

14 ald "AE: «ed * PY ST TS 5” Fr 
2 — — 


— —_—_—_ — — 
242 * 
, = * 3 


» kale 7 ys Daerr 3 mer. ee, 
cle das May ra, Ko Ee * wcüun, 3 
 ZyCrping C8 cd Nuxe e 171115 
114 11 Non, Dosvsie. l. lai 


IE, 121 


SECTION Iv. 


Aral 2 the low of nature. 


of God, but enforc'd by the law of 
nature. * Cicero aſſures us, that 


«c The firſt of all the Philoſophers 


taught 3 it to be ordained by nature, 


I DOES 1 2 3 1 1%. PEWS SS I WHERE 


N D E E D we b a ficient 
warrant to ſay that Marriage 
was, not only ſanctified by the law 


1 * rn * —— 


+ Cic. de finib. 1. iv. c. 2. Primi” 


ex omnibus Philoſophis a natura tri- 
hutum eſſe docuerunt, ut ii, qui pro- 
creati eſſent, a procreatoribus amaren- 


tur, et, id quod temporum ordine 


antiquius eft, ut conjugia virorum et 
uxorum natura conjuncta eſſe dice- 
rent, a 


* 
5 : 
; 
— . 
: 


WED: 


that they who are begotten are be- 
toved by thoſe who beget them; 
and, what in the order of time is. 
more ancient, they aſſerted, that 
the marriages of arndt and wines 
are re ne nature. 


r 


And this he jm as his om: 75 
opinion; i In Since we. may per- 
ceive that man is born for the pre- 
ſervation of men, it is agreeable to 
this nature for a wiſe man, that he 


„ „ ro I” * 


Cic de fin. iii. c. 20. Cum ad 
conſervandos homines homi nem natum. 
eſſe videamus, conſentaneum eſt huic.. 
nature, ut ſapiens yelit—ut, è natura. 
vivat, uxorem adjungere, et velle 3 
ea 4 liberos, 76 


+ {4 7 
A. may. 


- 


(143 


may live according to nature, to 
ee and raid children of 
Her.“ | [33 11445 


* 


But is d hb et of the mar- 
ried-ſtate, by the ſame Author, 
plainly demonſtrates, that of all 

fellowſhi ps, it is the moſt ſuitable 
to the nature of man. I ſhall give 
an abſtract of it only for brevity's 
alen oy The union of Fate 
Hen r mln 18 


* Cic. F ragm. Maritale en 

ſic comparatum eſt natura, ut non 
ſolum jucundiſſima, verum etiam utiliſ- 4 
ſi ima vitæ ſocietas i iniretur; et ne ge- 
nus humanum temporis longinquitate | 
occideret ; ; Propter hoc, mas cum 
a femina 


11 5 J 
is ſo contrivd by nature, that by 
it not only the moſt pleaſing, but 
even the moſt. uſeful. ſociety of life 
might be. entered into; and, that 
mankind ſhould not periſh through 
length of time. For this reaſon | 
the Male is joined with the Female, 
4M lle wie. that from Dig lang: 


by : 
r ? Lines Ps ry 1 
'# 74 qr * 2 15 F. uy ? 1 Ad * $4.4 ; £ 


—_— 


So 1 3 14} *. A's r 4} 87 
femina eſt conjunctus; ; dende ut ex, 
eadem ſocietate mortalibus adjutatoria 
ſenectutis, nec minus Propugnacula 


preparentur. Tum etiam cum victus 


et cultus humanus, non uti feris in 


propatulo ac ſylveſtribus locis, ſed 


domi ſub. tecto accurandus eſſet, ne- 


ceſſarium fuit alterutrum foris et Pp! 
dio eſſe, qui labore et induſtria com- 
pararet, intus, qui tectis reconderet 


atque cuſto dire. 


ſociety, 


* 0 n 
S432 © 4 A 
5 * 


[16] 


ſociety, aids and ſupports might 
be prepared for Old-age, And 
then ſince meat and clothing muſt 
be provided for men, not in wil- 
derneſſes, and in the open air, as 
for wild beaſts, but at home un- 
der a roof; it was; neceſſary that 

ere couple, 


the one of the 
ſhould be abroad, who by labour 
and induſtry, ſhould get what mi ight 


be needful, the other within, who” F 


ſhould hoard up, and #4 under 
cover what was N 5 


4 11 1 91 f 11 ' if ' 


Theſe nn out 6f 4 ce- iq 
lebrated heathen writer, ought. to 4 
weigh. ſomething with thoſe Lair a 


bertines, -who argue, That Mar- 
riage is not the voice of nature, 
. 4 but 


2 


bu 


vo 
but a reſtraint put. 22 90 man vy 
Civil N err gal 


5 = 17 £3 
** * ” 
- | — . * . * } 4 . — — - D — 


W „ 4 1 


— 
: — A 


"5 E C T 10 N v. 
7 Its uſe 2 fell OY 


A Little experience diſcovered 
A of what excellent uſe this 

;nftiturion! of marriage was to the 
world. Indeed for every" man to 

have brs Oe wife, and every woman * 
her own huſband, is the beſt me- 

thod of, propagating the human 
ſpecies of aſcertaining'whoſe the 
children are which are brought 
ſorth of improving the enjoy- 
ments of life by imparting them 
. leſſening its cares and ſor- 
rows. 


* 
174 7 
dhe ES. 

8 * 4 4 


[28] 


rows by dividing. them of pre- 
venting men from waſting their 
time, health, and ſubſtance, in 
wild purſuits—of fixing property, 
and thereby maintaining peace and 
order in the commonwealth. 


A happy marriage is certainly 
the higheſt. degree of earthly fe- 
heity. The Roman Pindar inti- 
mates 10 necks ons ths: whos 
lines: (n HUN; $3525 430 $59 


Wee, u dnn denen, 01 
- Whom ay unbroken wedlock binds ; 
nrfoneond zin tier 97h 3 


11 


3 „ Felees t 4 et i 


8 Cubic . 
8 291 | Divullus 


[19] 


Whoſe love unhurt by quarrels laſt, 
Till the full 0 of life JL 1 


in its praiſe: 


e Hail wedded love, myſterious 8 true e fourco. 
Of human offspring, ſole propriety 

In Paradiſe, of all things common elſe! | ; 
By thee adult'rous luſt was driv'n from men 
Xiong | the beſtial herds to range ; by mes 
Founded in reaſon, loyal, Juſt, and pure, 
Relations dear, and all the charities Sag 
Of Father, Son, and Brother, firſt were known, 


Far bei it t that I ſhould v write thee ſin or blame, 


= 


* 
p 222 7 } 
01 
we; ow” : * 


Divulſus querimoniis, 
Suprema citius ſolvet amor die, 
Hog. i, Od. 13. v. 17+ 
Or 


- 

$ 
. 

j--% 


—ä —— üAWDWiG̃ — — 


[ 20 ] 


Or think thee anbefitting holieſt place, 


| Perpetual fountain of domeſtic ſweets, 'E 
Whoſe bed 1s Weiten and chafte pronounc'd, 
. or paſt, as Saints and Patriarchs us'd 
Here Love his golden ſhafts em ploys,here =" 


His conſtant lamp, and waves his purple wings, 
Ss 


£3 Reigns here, and revels; not in the bought ſmiles 


Of Harlots, loveleſs, joyleſs, unindear'd, 
Caſual iruition ; nor in Coyrt-Amours, | 
Mixtdance,o or wanton maſks, or midnight balls, 
Or Serenare v which the flary'd Lover fung | 
| To his proud fair, beſ quitzed with eiſdain, . 


. Ry Mryrox Par, Lok, b. iv. J. 750. 


nh 
*:.F 
% 


— | SE C- 


7. Ss - SI , SOR O'S. OS. 
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SECTION VI. 
Irs encouragement. 


H E ancient lawgivers. hav= 

ing abundantly diſcover'd 

the uſefulneſs of marriage, gave it 
all. proper encouragement. 


12 Herodotus ſpeaks of a law 
7 which 


® Herod ; i. Nee e aura bf xa 
erar- 0 Aer guerra ros os %ara, 
JVWOKAY THY nMeTERY TW Xu TA Au 
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| which the Illyrian Magiſtrates 
put in practice once every year in 
all their towns. When they had 


gathered all the Virgins that were 
marriageable, they brought them 


together into one place, Round 
about them ſtood. a company of 


men. 


— 
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men: Then a Cryer roſe up, and 

expos'd to ſale each Virgin one by 
one, but firſt the handſomeſt of 
them all. As ſoon as ſhe was ſold 
off at a conſiderable price, he put 
up another who was the hand- 
ſomeſt next to her. Now they 


were ſold for marriage. Thoſe of 
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circumſtances, and of age to marry, 
out- bidding one another, bought 
up the prettieſt. But whoever of 


the common people were of age to 


marry, theſe had no need of exqui- 
fite beauty, and therefore took both 


money and the homelier Virgins 
together. For as ſoon as the Cryer 


had done ſelling the Virgins whe 


were the prettieſt, he put up the 
uglieſt, or if any one of them 


were blemiſn d. Then he pro- 


pos'd her to be married, to bim 
who would | take the leaſt money 


with. her : till ſhe fell to that man 


who made the loweſt demand. The 
money aroſe. from the ſale of the 
2H; _ faireſt 


d 206; 
ſpring ſeemed neceſſary for the 


[25 1 
faireſt virgins. And fo the well - 
favour'd provided for the ill-fa- 
vour'd and blemiſh'd. | 


* With the firſt Romans great- 
er honour was not uſed to be 
paid to birth and fortune than 
But after that an Off- 


City, then whoever had a wife 


n : 
8 6 


 ® Aul, Gell. ii. c. 16. Apud anti- 


quiſſimos Romanorum, neque generi 


neque pecuniæ præſtantior honos tri- 


bui quam ætati ſolitus. Sed poſtquam 


ſoboles civitati neceſſaria vita eſt; tum 
antelati quibuſdam in rebus qui ux- 
orem quique liberos haberent ſeniori- 


bus neque liberos neque uxores ha- 


© and 


* 
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and children were preferred in ſome 
things before their elders who had 


neither children nor wives, 


Nay ſometimes married men 
were preferred even before men in 


office. * « The Preſident of the 


province of Crete came to viſit the 


Philo- 


+ Aul Gall. ii, c. 2. Ad Philoſo- 


phum Taurum Athenas viſendi ejus 


gratia venerat Præſes Cretæ provin- 
ci; et cum eo ſimul ejuſdem Præ- 
ſidis Pater; allata una ſella eſt, que 
in promptu erat: atque dum aliæ 
promebantur, appoſita eſt, Invita- 
vit Taurus Patrem Præſidis ut ſederet. 


Atque ille ait; Sedeat hic potius, qui 
Hil Romani Mage itratus eſt. Abjque 


Præ- 


FWW. WD 


a 


. 
Philoſopher Taurus at Athens, and 
with him the Preſident's Father. 
One chair was brought that was 
at hand; and while others were 
bringing, it was drawn near. Tau- 
rus invited the Preſident's Father 
to fit. He ſaid; Let him /it rather 
wwho 1s a magiſtrate of the Roman 
People. Without offence, {aid Taurus, 
do you fit in the mean time, while we 
enquire and examine, whether it be 
moſt proper that you fit, who; are a 
Father, or your you nlp! is 4 A 


8 1 25 * 


nn. 


—— 
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pre gudicio, inquit ” aurus, tt interea ede, 
dum inſpicimus quer inufque utrum con-. 
veniat, tene potius ſedere qui Pater es, 
en filium gui Magiſtratus eft. Makes 

GS Quin ctus 


- - + * Quinttus Metellus Numidi- 
cus the Cenſor, and afterwards | 


Julius, and then Auguſtus, made 
a law about marrying the people, 
inviting them by rewards and im- 
munities to propagate an iſſue; 
viz. to him who had three chil- 


1 . 
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tellus Numidicus cenſor, et poſtea Di- 
vus Julius, deinde Auguſtus, legem 
de mæritandis ordinibus tulere, eos ad 
progeniem propagandam præmijs et 
immunitatibus invitantes: ſiquidem, 
cui tres erant liberi, vacatio muneris : 
cui plures, libertas donabatur. — in- 
| etiam præturas, queſturas, et confu- 
latus, honoreſque et magiſtratus, Ro- 
mani veteres niſi parentibus plurium 

| liberorum comitijs dedere. | 
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(29 ] 
dren was allowed a diſpenſation 
from office, to him who had more 


was given his freedom. Moreover 


the old Romans beſtowed in their 
aſſemblies, Prætorſhips, Quæſtor- 
ſhips, and Conſulſhips, both ho- 
nours and magiſtrac ies, on none but 
the parents of many children.“ 


Nay the father even of but one 
child had a right to inherit the 
eſtates of ſtrangers; and to receive 


legacies. This gave riſe to that 
obſervation of Plutarch, « Many 
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Romans marry and get children, 
not that they may have heirs, but 


may be qualified to inherit.“ 


And Juvenal ſpeaks more fully 
on this ſubject ; 


+ Through me you have obtain'd a Father's, 


merit, 
To receive windfalls, and eſtates inherit, 
Your profits will be more and greater vet, 
of three children I compleat the ſet. | 
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* Jura. pareatia habes; propter me. ſcriberis heres z. 
Legatum omne capis; nec non et dulce caducum. 
Commoda præterea junguntur multa erde 4 

$i. gumerum, f tres jwplevero. | 


vv. Sat. ix, v. 87. 


And. 
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And here I ſhall venture to ob- 
ſerve that it would be no bad 
policy, if in this preſent ſtate and 
age, marriage were more encou- 
raged among the poorer ſort than 
it is. There has long prevailed with 
us a paſſion for building Hoſpitals : 
which are grown at laſt fo nu- 
merous as to lefſen the induſtry 
and frugality of men in low fta- 
tions. But it would be very be- 
neficial even to the Pablic, if a 
fund could be eſtablith'd. in every 


County, that might contribute to- 


wards the maintenance of the La- 
bourer's F amily in proportion to. 
its number, not ſo much to relieve 
them in diſtreſs, as to prevent their 


falling into it. For the men of 


C4 this 
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this rank are in effect not only 
the ſupport, but the defence of 


the rich, and great: and therefore 
demand all the encouragement that 


Law can profenhe: or r be- 


ſtow. 


Horace ſhews us the great bene- 


fits which had accrued to the Ro- 


man State by the hands that came 
from the plough. Having firſt in- 
veigh'd againſt the Youth of his 


ewn tinte, he lays, 


. Not ſuch a Youth, of ſach a ſtrain, - 
Who dy'd with Punic gore the main; 


* hn. 2 
* * * * 


* 


* Nan his juventus orta parentibus 


Infecit æquor ſanguine Punico; jo N 
3 Pyrrhumqueʒ 


wi mt wt 
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Who Pyrrhus? flying war purſu'd ; 
Antiochus the Great ſubdu'd ; 


And taught the terror of the field, 
The.cruel Hannibal, to yield: 
But a rough race, inur'd to toil ; | 
With heavy ſpade to turn the ſoil ; 
And by a mother's will ſevere 


To fell the wood, and homeward bear 


* Arn. 


Pyrrhumque, et ingentem cecidit 
Antiochum, | Annibalemque dirum. 
| Sed ruſticorum maſcula militum 
| 8 Sabellis docta ligonibus 
Verſare glebas; et fred f 
Matris ad arbitrium reciſos 
Portare fuſtes; Sol ubi montium 
Mutaret umbras, et juga demeret 1 
Bobus fatigatis 3 amicum 
Tempus agens abeunte curru. 
Hon. iii. 6. v. 33. 


mm [34] 

| The pond'rous Toad, even when the Sun 

_ His downward courſe of light had vun; 
And from de- nroitithib* head. 
His changing ſhadows lenlgtk king ſpread: ;: 
And with the friendly hour of: reſt; | 

| Unyok'd the team with toil' oppreft.” 


| Francis. | 
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Celibacy diſcountenanced. 


A the Ancients. encouraged 5 
& * Marriage 3 ſo they diſcoun- 
tenanced Celibacy *. Camillus and 
f Poſt- 


ts. ä * 


* Val, Max. ii. c. 9. $ 1. Camillus: 
et Poſthumius Cenfores æra pœnæ 
nomine eos qui ad ſenectutem ccœlibes 
pervenerant, in ærarium deferre juſ- 
ſerunt: iterum puniri dignos, ſi quo 

„ C6 modo 
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Poſthumius when Cenſors appoint- 
ed that old Bachelors ſhould pay 
a ſum of money, by way of fine, 


into the public Treaſury; and 
judged them worthy of being pu- 
niſhed a ſecond time, if they at all 


-— 


„„ TH | 4 
modo de tam juſta conſtitutione queri 


eſſent auſi: cum in eum modum in- 


creparentur. Natura vobis quemad- 


modum naſcendi, ita gignendi legem 


ſcribit ; parentesque vos alendo, ne- 
potum nutriendorum debito (ſi quis 
pudor) alligaverunt. Accedit his, 
quod etiam a fortuna longam præ- 


ſtandi hujuſce muneris vacationem 
eſtis aſſecuti: cum interim conſumpti 


{int anni veſtri, et mariti et patris no- 
mine vacui. Ite igitur et nodoſam 
exſolvite er. n poſteritati nu- 
meroſæ. Tho | 
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preſumed to complain of ſo juſt a 
determination: when they were to 
be reprimanded in the following 


manner; Nature preſcribes you a 


law, as of birth ſo of procreation; 
and your Parents in breeding you 


up, bound you (if there be any | 


modeſty) under the obligation of 


breeding up Grand-children for 


them. Add to all this, that ye 
have had the good fortune of a 


long time for the performance 
of this duty: when in the mean 


while your years have been con- 
ſumed ; and you have been free 


from the names of Huſband and 


Father. Go therefore and open 
your cheſt which ye have kept 


cloſe - locked, that it may be 


[38] 
of uſe to the many who ſhall come 
_ you, 


1 we may learn that Ba- 
chelors were formerly taxed, how= 
ever weak the reaſons given for it 
might have ſeemed to them. | 
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on men who. declined marriage: 
For they were debarr'd admittance: 


to the ſhows-of young women, who: 
performed ſeveral public exerciſes: 


undreſſed.— The Archons ordered 


them to go round the Forum 
naked in the winter ſeaſon: and 
as they went round they ſung a 
ſong made upon themſelves, / that 
they ſuffered what was right for 
diſobeying the laws.— And they 


had alſo that reſpect with-holden 


from them, which was wont to be 
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ſhewed by the young men to their 
Elders. Hence nobody blamed 
what was ſaid to Dercyllidas, 
though a famous Captain : for one 
of the younger men did not give up 


his ſeat to. him, as he approached, 


ſaying, You have not begotten a ſon, 
who. . b ee give 7 hrs ſeat 


. 


But Athenæus goes further, and 
ſays 15 that in Sparta the wo- 
men, on 0 certain feſtival day, | 
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dragged the unmarried men round 
about an altar, and beat them with 
rods : that, to avoid the ſcandal 
ariſing from this deed, they might 
become lovers of children, and in - 
good time betake themſelves. to 
marriage. 


The procedure of the Ancients 
againſt Bachelors ſeems to want 
ſome apology. It may therefore be 
preſumed, that in many caſes in- 
dulgencies were allowed them 
and that the laws concerning them 
were not put in execution accord- 
ing to the rigour, unleſs where 
there was a ſcarcity of Inhabitants. 
Otherwiſe it would have been 
too great an encroachinent upon 


Ep [42] 


the liberty of ſubjecte, for * 


ſake the laws were principally 


made; and who yere the beſt 
judges what dais of life would fuit 


them beſt. 


SS CTT ON . 
Same Phi loſephers for Celibacy. 
FERE too F muſt ingenu- 
4 ouſly confeſs, that ſome an- 
cient Philofophers gave Celibacy 


the preference to marriage, both in 


their own practice, and in their 


advice to others. For inſtance, 


* When Thales Was importuned 
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[44] 
by his mother to marry, he faid, 
Tt is not yet time again when ſhe 
urged it more vehemently after he 


advanced in years, he ſaid, I 7s n 


langer time. 


Had the generality of men been 


of his humour, not only many no- 


ble families, and whole nations, 
but mankind itſelf would long ago 
haue had an end. So that he con- 
Public Good. Socrates acted like 
a better Citizen, if not a wiſer Phi- 
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| loſopher, 


2, [i461] 
loſopher. For * « they ſay, that 
the Athenians, being deſirous, be- 
cauſe of the want of men, to in- 
creaſe the number, voted that every 
ſingle man ſhould marry; and that 
Socrates did ſo.” 


But Plutarch tells us the fol- 
lowing ſtory of the ſame Philoſo- 
pher THAT Solon being with 
E095 SO EEOC DSS e 
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[46] 
about marrying and having chil- 
dren. Thales for that time was 
ſilent: but letting a few days paſs, 
he procured a ſtranger. to ſay, he 
had left Athens ten days ago. So- 
lon aſking, if there were any news 
at Athens, the man being inſtruct- 
ed what my pant rs There 


att. ah. * 
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were none other, but that a cer- 
tain Youth was carried out to be 
buried, and the whole city attend - 
ed his funeral: for he was the ſon, 


(as it was reported) of an honour- 
able man, and the firſt of the citizens 
for virtue; yet he was not preſent 3 
but, they ſaid, he had been gone 
a journey a long time. How. un- 
happy 1s he, faid Solon! what 1s 


his name ? I heard his name, ſaid g 


the man, but I don't remember; 
only that there was great talk of 
his wiſdom and juſtice. Thus, at 


every anſwer, Solon increaſing in 
fear, and at laſt being quite af- 
frighted, he himſelf | ſuggeſted a 
name to the ſtranger, and enquired 
if the deceaſed were not called the 

ſon 
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[48] 
fon of, Salon ? When the man an- 
ſwered, Ves, he began to beat his 
head; and to do and ay whatever 
occurs to them who ſuffer greatly. 
Then Thales took him up, and, 
laughing, ſaid, Theſe things, 
Solon, have kept me from mar- 
rying, and from having children ; 
which diſturb even you fo much, 
though a man of the greateſt, con- 
ſtancy. But be comforted about 
che _— for i it 18 not true.” 2 


Thie * ci of Thales does 
not make at all againſt. marriage, 
however finart it might be, for, 
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149 1 
(as Plutarch obſerves) that man is 
idle and cowardly, who ſhuns the 
poſſeſſion of uſeful things, for fear 
of loſing them. 


* Bias, another Philoſopher, when 


aſked 


7 Aul. Gel. v. c. ii. Cum rogatus 
eſſet a quodam Bias deberetne uxorem 
ducere, an vitam vivere cœlibem, 3 T9 
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-prhrecy aca. Favorinus {ic arguit} in- 
ter pulcherrimam feminam et defor- 
miſſimam media quædam forma eſt; 


quæ à nimiæ pũlchritudinis periculo, 
985 3 et 


* 


1 56] 
aſl;ed by ſomebody: + he 
ſhould take a wife, Or live "Grighs; 


thus anſwered; Non 4w7ll have ei- 


— 82 e be landſome, ſhe 207/ be com- 


mon; if ſbe be ugly, ſhe will be 41 
-ouftful: neither is good; therefore 


you ſhould take neither. Some have 
turned this anſwer thus; V have 
a bandſome wife, I ſhall not have a 
dliſguſful one: if I have an ugly 
wife, I Shall not bave à common one; 


a 


et a ſummo deformitatis odio vacat; 
qualis a Q. Ennio ſtata dicitur ; quæ 
neque xotm futura fit, neque ann 
quam formam Favorinus non inſcite 
2ppellabat evoriam. Ennius autem 
eas fer feminas ait incolumi pudi- 

ana * Stata forma forent. 


MO uk {erefore 


L* 1 

e T ſhould marry. Favo- 
rinus thus argued ; there is a cer- 
tain middle form between a very 
handſome and a very ugly woman, 
which is without the dan ger of ex- 
ceſſive handſomeneſs, and the diſ- 
guſt of extreme uglineſs; ſuch as is 
called by Quinctus Ennius, fated: 
which will neither prove common 
nor diſguſtful, and which Favori- 
nus not inelegantly ſtiled a / 
form. And Ennius declared, that 
thoſe wives are the likelieſt to pre- 
ſerve their chaſtity who are of a 
| Antes form. 95 


But perhaps this argument may 
be farther improved by ſaying, that 
one ought to conſider, not ſo much 

| D 2 _ the 
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the form of the body as the diſpo- 
ſition of the mind. If that is bad, 
the handſomeſt will prove diſguſt- 
A if wenn the e aj will, n 
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= 12 0 in y modern times, 
makes ſeveral young men chuſe to 
remain Bachelors, is the number 
of unhappy marriages they hear 
talked of in the world. Now there 
is no ſtate of life compleatly happy. 
A ſingle life may be as void of 
happineſs in ſome reſpects, as a mar- 
ried life in others: and there may 
be more ſources of happineſs in 
the latter than in the former. Nor 
may the married life be (all things 
conſidered) ſo unhappy as it ap- 
«jr 17 £ 1 pears | 


— 


ta! 


pears to be. Beſides the number 
of happy marriages, it is to be 
hoped, is far greater than of un- 
happy marriages: though the firſt 
may not make · ſo much noiſe in a 
neighbourhood as the laſt. And 
after all we muſt not put unhappy 
marriages to the account of the 
married-ſtate itſelf, but to ſome in- 
cidental cauſes, which may, by the 
Perſons concerned, be often pre- 
vented. I ſhall mention ſome few 
os them. 
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Cauſes sf aka marriages, vi. 


* NE cauſe of unn by mar- 


riages is an education of the | 


Female Sex, either s in it- 
elko or r milapplied. | 3 
Full Ladies are too early in ini- 
tiated into the games of ſkill and 
chance. Hoyle muſt be their pre- N 
ceptor in the firſt, and Demoivre in 
the laſt. But when luck is againſt 
them they ſometimes take Jonas 
for their maſter. Now a paſſion 
for gaming in a wife, muſt needs 


be — to a a huſband, as he 
| 18 


— 


ol 
is not only deprived of the comforts 
of domeftic'life, but lives under the 
| terrors of a ruined fortune. 


Sometimes young Ladies are ſaf- 
fered, when children, to domi- 
neer over thoſe who are under 
them : and having contracted a ha- 


bit of it, are too apt to practiſe it on 
thoſe who are rather above them. 
For, as Milton owe! the Gen 
and wife are 93 bps; T4777 


Not equal; 2 5 ſex not * _ iz 
For contemplation he, and valour form'd, | 
For ſoſtneſs ſhe, and ſweet attractive grace. 


13 par. Loſt b. iv. 1. 296. « 
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Whereas if both ſtrive for the 
den aa there aan be no con eee ; 


LE M 


h young Ladies are often 
taught, if not by precept, yet by 
example, to read idle, more than 
uſeful books; and to frequent places 
of diverſion, more than places of 
improvement. By which means 
they learn how to carry on an in- 
trigue, better than how to manage 
a houſe. What a' grievance muſt 
this be to a man of economy, 4 
who all the while he is endeavour- 


Ps 


[97] 


ing to ſupport; his fortune and 
credit, has a wife who is ell 
ing them both ! 


To all hab we may add, That 


the endowments young Ladies ac- 
quire are form'd rather to catch 


than to retain the affections of 
men. For inſtance, Muſic ſerves 


to give pleaſure to the performers. 
and their friends: but as ſoon as 
marriage is obtain'd, muſic 1s. laid 


aſide: or (which is worſe) it is 


followed with more attention than 


is ſuitable to prudence and de- 
cency ; being made a buſineſs, in- 
ſtead of an amuſement. Hence 
they grow fonder of the company 

gta I ů M6 
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Wrong G 


NorHER cauſe of u un- 
N happy marriages is a wrong 
F choice either in the Parents or in 
the, Parties themſelves. 1 4 3 


IDO OY 1 0 the Z Parents. 


A Father wants to repair a crazy 
N eſtate. For this purpoſe he obliges 
| his fon to marry; not by the mea- 
3 ſure of affection. but by the tale 
of m woe. Th wife muſt bring 
£ 3 
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10 much as will, pay off the for- 


tunes of the younger branches of 
the hufband's family: which is 
nothing leſs than clearing the in- 
cumbrances of an Eſtate by the 


mortgage of an Elder Son. It is 


no matter whether the lady be 
young er old; handſome or ugly; 


good or dad; wiſe or fooliſh; 
healthy or ſickly ; well or ilk 
tempered ; ſo the main end be 


ferved. Is there in this fituation 
any proſpe& of happineſs ? What 


now can keep alive that reciprocal 
; tenderneſs, that alternate ſtudy to 
: pleaſe, that free communication 
of ſentiments, which : are neceſſary 
requiſites to the happy ſtate of 
marriage? Inſtead of all this, no- 


D6. thing 
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thing is ſeen but a diſtant civility; 


a cold interview, and no more con- 


verſation chan in a ofa of . 


tures. 


1 


N a F * fins up his 
daughter at bargain and ſale. Her 
Lover muſt offer a ſettlement ex- 


actly proportionable to her dower. 
Mutual inclination is not at all 
conſider d: though nothing but 
mutual inclination can ſecure a 
happy life to the Couple. As for 
perſonal merit in the man, it is 


entirely out of the queſtion. Such 
Parents had better bavye acted | by 


the, e e of * Thomiſtocles 
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who, when the Father of an only 
m_—_ e him, whether 
4 well-accompliſh'd; or to a 
rich man, and but meanly quali- 
fied; ſaid, would cbuſe a man 
that wants men wks money that 
want a man. 


4 6-0 


5 
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15 | . Parties. M 


When the Parties 8 at 
their owndiſpoſal, they are apt to lay 
more ſtreſs on Wit, Beauty, Riches, = 
uk been kame Arnd. | = 
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b wide fi pater bel conſule- 

bat utrum eam pauperi, ſed ornato, 

an locupleti, parum probato, colloca- 

ret: cui is, Malo, inquit, virum pecu- 

nia quam — viro indigentem. 
; Honour, 


1621 

Honour, Merknefs, and ſuch qua- 
conduct they often find thernſelves 
grofsly miſtaken. For Wit during 
courtſhip appears indeed to a great 
advantage, its only aim being to 
pleaſe. But it is obſerved to grow 
after marriage duller every day; 
or to turn its edge againſt the ob- 
Ject it ſtrove to pleaſe before. If 
the married Couple are both Wits, 
from Lovers they ſoon become Ri- 
vals, and caſt their farcaſms at each 
other, merely for the fake of ap- 
plauſe. This familiarity breeds: at 
laſt hatred and contempt. 5180 


4 Beauty is very b orig: bor 
bow ſoon do its charms go off in 
a wedded 


1 631 
x wedded ſtate! Not ta mention 
that they may be utterly ſpoiled. by 
diſeaſes or accidents. Or ſhould 


they: remain for a long while, yet, 


1 r eee nn 


lang — nag 2 eme 
Fades in Nis eye, and palls upon his ſenſe... 
Abo. Cato. 


T 


HBeſides that N perſons 
are generally ſo much in love with 
themſelves, as to have but little of 
it to ſpare for their partners, N ay 
they are inclined to think it a pity 
to communicate their graces only 
to one, and therefore look about 
for new Votarics at their altar. 


Riches promiſe a laſting fund of 
22D hs F | | | | Joy 
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Joy and atiefaction: : but if they 


ehance to fail, and there be no- 


thing elle left to comfort the mar- | 
ried Pair, how wretched muſt their 


condition be! And if they conti- 


nue, the Party who brings them, 
may upon that account render the 
life of the other very unhappy. 


Hence Juvenal concludes that 


| Ibere is not in life, 
A greater torment than a purſe- proud Wife. 


| - Titles have glittering outſides, 


but there may be ſometimes- an 
evil hid within, that may break 


* 


SF * + 2 


= Intolerablivs 1 et quam fermina dives, 


- Joy. Sat. vi. 9. | 


forth 
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forth when it is too late. Horace 
thus recounts the fad- cataſtrophe 
of a man who married for the fake 
of a noble alliance. hu 


* Of 8) wanton dne when poſſeſs'd, 


Villius believ'd himſelf ſupremely bleſt: 
To a DiQator thus to be allied 
Dazzled his ſenſes, and indulg'd his pride : 


But ſure, if Vanity were fairly rated, 
Methinks poor Villius was full hardly treated: 
| When buffeted and flab'd the coxcomb dies, 
While i in : the Wanton' 8 arms a Scoundrel lies. 
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 Villius In Fauſt Sullæ gener, hoc mi ſer uno 
Nomine deceptus, pœnas dedit uſque ſuperque 
Quam ſatis eſt, pugnis ceſus, ferroque Pats, 


Excluſus 2 quum Longarenus foret i e 


Hor, i 1. Sat. 2. 24. N 
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'C oncubi abe, 


F a young Gentleman be de- 

terred from marriage by ſome 
of the cauſes above-mentioned, 
what will he do? Inſtead of a wife 
he will take a miſtreſs. Yet he ſoon 
finds this to be only a viſi ionary 
happineſß. His daily converſation 
isin all probability with a Iow-bred 
creature, whoſe relations met be 
ſometimes his companions. F rom 
hence he finks gradually into a 
train of vulgar ſentiments, and be- 
comes unqualified for a gentle- | 
man-like intercourſe with his ſu - 
; Petioss or — He cannot ex- 


[6] 


rect ſhe will be true to him, whe 


has not been true to herſelf. She 


has an intereſt totally oppoſite to 
his: fo that if ſhe be covetous, the 
is a leech; if ſhe be profuſe, ſhe is 
a harpy. Her fituation in life of- 
tentimes renders her uneaſy in her- 
ſelſ. and troubleſome to him. And 
degree of pain, that he acts a ſcan- 
dalous part in tranſgreſſing the 


rules of decency and order; and a 
cruel one in uſhering children into 


the world with the mark of in- 
ſamy upon them, and whom he is 
aſhamed to on they are his. Dur- 


ing this guilty commerce he muſt 


ſpend much of his time witk her, 


or the will, to kill time, and drown 
| — 
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| thought, ſeek out for the company 
of other men. The affronts put 
upon her, he muſt take upon him- 
ſelf: and this will bring him into 
quarrels which may not redound 


en to d Bonsmtte or Rane 
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He will pick can part with 


her, whenever pleaſe. But alas! * 
<< one falſe” tear ſqueezed from a 


laſcivious eye, will quench his 


fiergeſt reſolution.” From that mo- 


| ment he becomes a ſlave to a vi- 


| | * Hæc verba und mehereule falſ3lacrumul3, | | 
Qua oculos terendo miſerẽ vix vi expreſſerit, | 
Reſtinguet, 4 i * i 4 7 AE ns 
Tex. Eui, AQ dicScen 1. 2% 


cious 


Us 


us 


69 


eious and enſnaring woman; and 


is drawn by little and little into 


the very pit he had been ſo cau- 
tious to avoid, viz. Matrimony. 


Such is moſt commonly the 
caſe of one who takes a Miſtreſs: 
to which a timely and well- con- 
certed marriage, though ſome- 


eſpecially where a man has no- 
thing to reproach himſelf withal. 


Upon the whole, I ſhall refer 


the wary Bachelor to a part of the 
ſpeech of Metellus Numidicus, 


which he ſpake in his Cenſor- 
ſnip to the people about marrying 
wives. | 


7 : | 
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4 %,, O ye Romans, we could be 
aut hour 4 wife, we might all be free 
of that, trouble: but fince- Nature 
has fo ordered it, that there is no 
living eaſy enough with them, nor 
at all without them, we muſt con- 
uli a perpetual jafety before wary 
hivd Javiafeion.” moe! x1 
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* Avl. Gel. 1. c. 6. $i fine uxore, 
e poſſemus eſſe, omnes ea mo- 
leſtia careremus: ſed quoniam ita Na- 

tura tradidit, ut nec, cum illis ſatis 
commodè, nec ſine illis ullo modo wt 
vivi poſſit; ſaluti perpetuæ potius MW 129 
quam brevi voluptati conſulendum. an 
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Awgivers both ancient 


and 


modern, ſacred and pro- 


25 have not only encouraged 


this inſtitution of marriage, but 
| guarded Againſt every breach of it. 


Now one of the greateſt is Adul- 
tery. This is a crime of the firſt 
magnitude; of a baleful influence; 


and of a complicated nature. 
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"HE. PETE robs the huſ- 
band of a moſt precious 
77 jewel, viz. the. love. of his wiſe ; 
renders him unhappy perhaps as 
long as he lives; and brings the 
ſcorn of the world upon him 
4 He robs the wife of her innocence, 
her reputation, and her peace of 
mind; and draws her into the fame 
guilt and condemnation with him- 
ſelf—Nay, he robs the children 


that are yet unborn of their pro- 


perty, by cauſing his own illegi- 


timate brood to partake with them, 


if not to take place of them, 


. in 
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in the inheritance of their Fa- 
„„ | 


| The Adultereſs affronts the De- 


ity, by thus defpiſing his holy or- 
dinance; by tranſgreſſi ing one of 
his commandments; and by break- 
ing the vow ſhe made in his pre- 
| ſence, and to the performance of 
which the in the moſt folemn 
manner called him to be a witneſs 
he wrongs her huſband in 
giving herſelf to another beſides 
him, who alone hath fawer of ber 


body, and to whom ſbe is bound by 
the law, fo long as he liveth ; and 


in bringing forth a ſpurious iſſue, 


and thereby laying an additional 


burthen upon him, as well as 


E ſupplant- 


T7 
ſupplanting his own lawful chil- 


dren. 


The very Heathens looked upon 
Adultery as an abomination. * Ci- 
cero ranks it among the moſt in- 
famous crimes, and ſays, it is baſe 
to commit it. + Xenophon rea- 
ſons after this manner ; Cities are 
not "ignorant, * Friendſhip is 
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fraudare, adulterare, 


Lagatrocinari, 
et. 
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the greateſt good, and the moſt 
pleaſing to mankind. Therefore 
many cities ſuffer Adulterers to be 
killed with impunity, for this plain 
reaſon, becauſe they are deſtroyers 
of wives friendſhip towards their 
huſbands. 


* Lyſias the Orator pleads in 
his defence, for baving killed Eraſ- 
tothenes 
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tothenes whom he caught in Adul- 


tery with his wife, „that a Law 
fof Areopagus] judged raviſhers to 
be worthy of a leſs puniſhment 
than Seducers : ſuppoſing that they 
who acted by force were hated by 
thoſe who were forced by them; 
but they who ſeduced them, ſo 
corrupted their hearts, as to make 
other men's wives more attached 
to themſelves than to their huf- 
bands; and that the whole houſe 
became to be at their command ; 
and that the children were un- 
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known whoſe they were, the hu: 


ſt s or the adulterer's. 8 


Vet our "i abe Gentle - 
men look upon this crime as mere 


gallantry, and though guilty of it 


never ſo often, would ſtill paſs for 


men of. honour, But what honour | 


can there be in that man, who vio- 
lates the laws of friendſhi p- the laws 


of his country, the laws of reaſon, 


and the 1 laws of God? 
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SECTION. II. 


Its Scarceneſs. | 
ROM the ſenſe which the 
Heathens entertained of Adul- 


ery, we may ſuppoſe it was but 
| * ſeldom 
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ſeldom committed at firſt in any 
Nation. At Sparta, it was once 
quite unknown, as appears from 
the following ftory “: Geradas, 
one of the moſt ancient Spartans, 
being aſked by a ſtranger what pu- 
niſhment Adulterers ſuffered among 
them, anſwered, There is no Adul- 
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terer among us, But the ſtranger 


aſking him again, Suppoſe there 
were; He would, replied, Geradas, 
be fined a great bull, which ſtretch- 
ing its neck over Taygetus, could 
drink out of Eurotas. But how, ſaid 
the ſtranger wondering, could there 
be ſuch à bull? And how, ſaid Gera- 
das with a ſmile, could there be. an 
Ane at . ? 


9 ' 
N Ao S's * 5 


The wah; is, 1 a andes is in 


its infancy, the members of it have 


no leiſure for intrigues of this 
kind, Their time and thoughts 
are rather taken up in cultivating 
peace with their neighbours; ſe- 
curing themſelves from their ene- 
R. 4 mies 3 


o fortify their towns ; and laws preparo 
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mies; and making laws to keep 


one another in n as "Rs 


| e us, 


78 Hence + they began to ceaſe from war; 


_ og 2 {age and adulterer. 


 Bulides, here * ee at 
that time a great ſimplicity of man- 
ners in both ſexes, of which the 
1 1 
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No wife bigh- Portion d rules her @ ouſe | 
8 or cruſts her eſſenc d Lover 8 faithleſs vows. 
The courtiers there for dowry claim 5 ; 
| The Parents virtue; and the ſpotleſs fame 
Which dares not break che nuptial tie, 


Polluted erime, whoſe portion i is to die.. 
- Prayers. VS 


To all this I may ſubjoin, that 
there was as yet little or no gold 
to bribe the guards which are 
ſet over a woman's conduct, and 
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- # Nec fotata' rogit cen | 
\Canjux, nec aitido fudit adulter, 
Dos eſt magna parentium 
Virtus, et metuens alterĩus vu3 , 
Certo fe dere eaftitas : 5 WY er d 2 
Et peceare nefas, rt mori, | 
\ Hon. Od, * js, Od, 24. v. 29» 


E 5 which 


=> TM a7 PL 


8 


[8] 


| which Horace again infinuates few 
can withſtand. „ 5 fft 69 
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0 Swifter than lightning's winged force 
All-pow'rful Gold ean ſpeed its courſe ; 

| Through watchful Guards its paſſage make, 
| And j Joy 1. ſolid walls to break.“ 
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v r it the members of a "i 
kept themſelves chaſte for a 
while, yet as ſoon as they became 
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Aurum per medios ire ſatellites 
Et perrumpere mat , n. 464 
Iu fulmineo, 1 8 | 
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E203 
rich and at eaſe, they gave a looſe 
| to this as well as to other vices. 
For thus' again Horace- __ of 
the age * _ in; 


Fruitful in crimes this Age firſt ſtain'd 
Their hapleſs Offspring, and e 
The W ona bed.“ 


Francis. 


Elen delicacy had no more re- 
gard paid to it than chaſtity, if we 
may believe this Poet, who de- 
fcribing a girl juſt married, ſays; 


c * 


2 Fæcunda culpz ſecula, ä 


Primunt i inquinavere, et genus et domos. 
- Hor, Od. L. i ili. Od. vi. v. 17. 
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With young alteren Wend and fops : Th. 587 
Nor cares to whom. fie yields herſels, 2 5 
When _ are out, for 955 rel 

To proſtitute e modeſty, | 
At Factor 8 call, or Pilot's hire, 


3 ſhame a cy buyer.” * 2 a < 


* 
— 


I 


Brow, 


ES 4 r 1 | hs Hs > . 
** 
4 Mor Juntores querit adulteros ; 


ver mati vina 3 neque eie e m 
On She Hppremilfs raptia i ice 
\ Gaudia, luminibus remotis : * 
Sed juſſa coram, non fine conſcio | | 
Zurgit marito, ſeu vocet inſtit‚ m, 15 
Seu navis Hiſpang Magiſter, AIP 4 10 21 d II DUES | E 
Dedecorum vetioſm emgim. on 
1 Hon. Og, ili. 6. 25. 
Horace 


0%) 


Horace indeed eee nd 
Auguſtus very juſtly for enacting 


the Julian law, which 2. | 
at firſt a e effect. N 


No foul aduery "ER our race, 

Your law has cur'd that ſpotted mr 
The child.can fhew the father's face, 5 
Tail follows bo. and checks its riſe. - 


4 


— — eee 268 4 


 Cnuven, 


** 
2 4 4 A 


And Martial i addreſſes Do- a 
mitian, though he * ſhewed 


— — 
* Nullis-poltuitor caſta domus Ruprte; 
Mos et lex maculoſum -edomuit nefas: 
— e 
e r rah comet. . 
non Od, iv. 5. 21. 


himſelf 
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himſelf. to be a better counter tha 
a nee 
my « Twas once a ae faſhionable So; 
To injure marriage-beds, and lens man, 
| Both you forbid, great Czfar, to ſecure © 
| An Offspring genuine from a marriage pure. 
Vor Bunuchs nor Adulterers ſhall be ſeen | 
is - To walk the reets as long as thou do'ſt reign, 
Whereas before (O ſhame to Rome and her's) 


E'en Cunuchs were become Adulterers. 


; 


. Talis TR n . fallere ©" 
9 Utraque tu prohibes, Czar, populiſque futupis © 
Succurris, naſci, quos fine fraude jubes. 
Nec ſpado jam, nec maechus erit, te preſide, quiſquam. t 
„ 2558 6 mores 2 et ſpado mechus "1! - | 4 


EFT +; 


Man, vi. 7. ad mae 


r 2 But 
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But. Juvenal laſhes Domitian 


very ſeverely, on account of his 
committing Adultery and Inceſt to- 
gether, with his niece Julia mar- 
ried to Sabinus; 8 . 


. Such lately was a . Magiſtrate, 

Who then reſtor'd thoſe laws that might create 

In Mars and Venus dread, himſelf the while 4 

With i impious dru 85 and potions would beguile 

The teeming Jaliz 8 womb, and thence would 
wireſt 


Crade births that yet eb'inceſtous Sire confeſ..” 2 


Davprx. ; 


— 


ulis erat nuper tragico pollutus adulter 
| Concubitu, qui-tune leges revocabat amaraty | 
| : Omnibus atque ipſis Veneri Martique 10 80 fn $77 
eum tot abortivis fzcundam Julia vulvam 
* Solveret, et patruo-ſimiles effunderet offas, (| } 
Juv. Sat, i ii. v. 300. 


— 


| 
| 
| 
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8 E 0 T I 0 N IW. ko: 
2 * en, Ke. 


TT cannot in 1 be Ae 
but that Stateſmen have at all 


times uſed ſeveral methods of pre- 
Wy" or 1 this Hine 


n. 
*. of Public Wann, . | 


One method was to ew we 
uſe of Public Women. * It is 


faid that 8 f Solon, to keep he 


* * * 
—_— ©. 
c * ** mn 9 
* 


* „Alex. ab. nl Tv. c. 2 £ Solon 


ut ab adulterijs cohiberetur Juventus, 


coemptas meretriculas Athenis proſti- 
tuit, een in n ee wo” 


Juic, ; 
2 Youth 


8. as 7 


89 1 


Youth from adulteries, tat and 
introduced at Athens, Courtezans, 


and ſuffered them to offer them- 


ſelves for proſtitution. Something 
like this is done at preſent even in 
ſome Chriſtian ſtates. But hows 
ever excuſable it might have been 
in Heathens, it is not at all ſo i in 


Chriſtians : : becauſe they are taught 


by a much wiſer Law-giver than 


Solon, * not 70 do evil that good may 
ene. And fornication ie an cvil, 


an not ent a one as Adul- 


Hig brings -Cato's TY 
for the uſe of ſuch women in the 


— lines; 


— — — — 
N. 7 1 AS 


| Rom. H. 8. 


— — —— ——  —  ——— —— — T >= — = — 1 ” 


1 99] 
+ As a fam'd Spark was paſling from the ſiews, 
| This 1 5 ſpeech old Cato's ſaid to uſe. 
nt tn 


1 veins | 


Not pradtiſe on the v waves ; of other men, 


But — 51 70 more divine is this 


ſpeech of the great Apoſtle, ; *Know 
ye not, that your bodies are the 


members of Chriſt ? ſhall 1 then 
take the members = Chriſt, and 


* 
yg * . — 88 a 
3 8 4th. . 
„ T CT TTY endo. 


"a+ RET homo cum exiret fornice ; Macte 


Virtute efto, inquit ſententia dia Catonis, 


Nam Gmul ac venas inflavit tetra libido, 


V2 | Hoe juvenes æquum ef veſoendere3 3 non diodes 


| Peimolere ucores. 
EE 


Rom. 6. 15, 


A TT 395 make 


enir 


79, 
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make them the members of an har- 


| lot ? God forbid. 


70 7 22 
* „ IE 


1 PET" _ te a „ 2 1 2 


SECTION V. 

Care over Wives and Virgins. 
Surer and more juſtifiable 
method was to take a due 


and timely care of the female ſex, 


both-married and unmarried. Dif- 
ferent States had different ways of 
doing it. This will appear by 
comparing the Greeks and Ro- 
mans together: for ſays Cornelius 


Wr Which of che Romans 
e obs. om 


t 3 * 
. 1 


— 


_— — ** — _ — — 
— 


* Corn. Nep. Pref, in vit. Quem 


enim None pudet fixorem du- 


cCere 


Foe] 


ſeruples to carry his wife toa feat 
or whoſe wife does not occupy the 


fore- rooms of the houſe, and ap- 


pear in company? Which is quite 


otherwiſe in Greece. F or ſhe is 
neither carried to any feaſt but 


that of her relations; nor does ſhe 
dwell but in a remote quarter of 
her houſe, called the women's apart- 


: * 
" 7 1 
n 4 i 1 
pI" wn & 4 _ ” 1 2 


„ EEE 


cere in enoviniam 2 aut cujus mater. 
familias non primum locum tenet ædi- 
um, atque in celebritate verſatur? 


Quod multo fit alirer in Grecia. Nam 


neque in convivium adhibetur, niſi 
propinquorum; neque ſedet niſi in in- 
teriore parte ædium, quæ gynæconitis 
appellatur, quo nemo accedit niſi pro- 


Pinqua 27 5 Tn 


ment, 


t 93 } 

ment, — no man e 
but's a near kinſman. 5161 

* e in ancient times, as 

Valerius Maximus acquaints us, 


the uſe of wine was unknown to 


the Roman Women: leſt they 
might fall into ſome diſgraceful 


ation. For uſually the next ſtep of 


x 6 n er . ; 


.* Val. Max. ii. c. 1. 5. Vini uſus 


olim Romanis fœminis ignotus fuit, 
ne ſcilicet in aliquod dedecus prola- 
berentur: quia proximus à Libero 


patre intemperantiæ gradus ad incon- 
ceſſam Venerem eſſe conſuevit. Id. vi. 
3. 9. Et ſane quæcunque fœmina vini 
uſum immoderatè appetit, omnibus et 


virtutibus Janyam claudit, et delictis 
a erit. 


* Ann 


intem- 


[94] 
intemperance from Father Bacchus 
is to forbidden Venus. 

_ deed (our Author fays elſewhere) 

| Whatever woman im moderately C0- 

[ | | vets the uſe of wine, ſhuts the'door 
. againſt every virtue, and opens it to 
| every vice.” Yet one ſhould think a 
juſt medium could have been fafely 
obſerved between an immoderate 


all. 


gins to go unveiled, but not their 
married women. * One alkin g Cha- 
| | rilaus 


4 7 4 — * + * 
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* Plut. in | Apotheg, Len. Die- 
o TiY05 dle Ti r A x ops POE. 
Abur res, 


And in- 


uſe of wine and no uſe of it at 


The Spartans allowed their Vir- 


e 
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land the reaſon of it, he faid, The 
Virgins have buſbands to get, the 


married women are 70 keep the * 


_ rthey Rave e 


* It was a cuſtom for the Cian 
young women to meet at the pub- 


lic Feſtivals, and to ſpend the day 


together ; and their Lovers beheld 
them playing and dancing. To- 
wards the evening, each one de- 


— — 
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parted to her own home, and mi- 
niſtered to her Parents and Bro- 
chers even to the waſhing of their 
Feet. Oftentimes many Lovers 


courted the ſame woman, but ſo 


modeitly and decently, that as ſoon | 


as ſhe was betrothed to one, the 


» p i: © +4 c k. E 


—_— 


TogieSaa 2021 Fmargive per Nur 
ol d ums ges e eοννατ rau a] 
Noęeuc wars te re de gez eig ar 
pargis End Sb d omeoveurTe ls a1 
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robs Td a evi. 5 TCV Tous [ins 
N ores CUT 290 pu40v PWT a. Xe! Yup! 
WIE T5 Xx o@s Yun Ei wi Tous 4 
Abus evSus S . rege d 7 


eures TWwV vum, To fare 1 


VERY MITE GD oga d aue er ETTA- 
oi lurilueriueida. ar Aαοννν.ẽ YE10* 


far. 


others 


CL, 


>. 


Reo] 
others left off courting her. The 


reſult of this good conduct of 
theſe women was, that neither 
adultery nor debauchery was ſaid 
them for ſeven hundred years.“ 


5 * | ey 1 * A 
13 a AIG SIS 
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Puniſhme nts. 


UT the uſual method of pre- 
venting or reſtraining adul- 
tery was by inflicting puniſhments. 
Many and various have been the 
modes of puniſhing adulterers : 1 
ſhall here ſpeak of ſome an the 


moſt remarkable, 3535 


S Death 


4 
f 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Death i in ö geural. 
'Dezth was one mode of pu- 
niſhing adulterers &. A law of 
the Romans authorized a huſ- 
band to kill his wife, if he caught 
her in the act of adultery. And 
Lyfias declares that in a law of 
 Areopagus F] © it is expreſcly ſaid 
not to condemn that man for mur- 


A 


TOS: ; l 


Frag. xii. Tab. 25. Si eam in adul- 
terio deprehenderet, tum cam occi- 
dendi jus poteſtatemque haberct. 


＋ Lyſtas pro cæde Eraſtoth. Galt. 
4 m ene, Tron ben KATHY; ee SD, 
85 4. altar. T1 £QUTE M2 Aα 
TGITHY ru TAP! ty TORTeT A, = 


der, 


Lk] 

der, who, if he catch an Adul- 
terer with his wife ſhall take upon 
him this revenge *.” And a law 
of the Wiſigoths enacted that if 
a huſband kill'd the adulterer with 
the adultereſs, he ſhould not be 
accounted guilty, of homicide.” 


+ By another Law of the Wifi 
goths, even © if a Father kill'd his 
daughter, whom he had taken in 


4 PO FIRE? * 
* — d 


| LL. Wilig, L: 4- Andi Si adul- 
terum cum adultera maritus occiderit. 


* homicida non teneatur. 5 


III. Wing. 5. Antiqua. Si filiam 
in adulterio Pater in domo ſua occi- 
derit, nullam r aut calumniam | 


; incurrat. | | 
Fx _ adultery 


E og 1 
adultery in his own houſe, he was 
not to incur any penalty or re- 
proach” —# © Nay Solon allowed 
any man to kill an adulterer when 
he took him.” So that an Adul- 
terer was in the condition that 
Cain fear'd to be in, That every 
one that found him might /ay him. 


But all this was carrying the mat- 
ter too far: becauſe it was taking 
the ſword of Juſtice out of the 
hands of the Magiſtrate, and put- 
ting it into the hands of a pri- 
vate man; who mad with jealouſy, 
or blinded with zeal, might often 


* Plut. in See Moses, 2 av 
Auen Tg acer SES wav. | 


. uit | 
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have miſtaken the fact itſelf. 
Yet Juſtinian went farther. ſtill, 


and made a law *, That if any 
man ſuſpected with reaſon ano- 


ther's having a deſign to corrupt 
the chaſtity of his wife, and ſent 


« i ” . > . 


9 1 —{ 


* Tuſtinian. Auth. Collat. viii. tit. 
xv11l. Nov. 117, E:iTe9 T15, cs eos UT 0 
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F 3 ; him 


B 

him three written notices of it, 
bearing the teſtimony of men of 
credit, and after theſe three written 
notices thus teſtified, found bim 
converſing with his wife eitker in 
his own houſe, or his wife's, or 
the adulterer' 8, or in a tavern, or 
in the ſuburbs, the huſband ſhould 
have the liberty of killing ſach a 
one with his own hands, without 
running thenceforward the leaſt 
ag for ſo doing.” 


autres mend were * to 
death not only by permiſſion, 
he by order of the e *. 


: | 


2 . JE Aug. 8. my Fl Provutuny ex 
acceptiſſimis libertis mori coegit, com- 
N adulterare matronas. 

3 9 — 


H 
* Auguſtus put to death Procu- 
lus one of his favourites whom he 
had made free, having underſtood | 
that he debauch'd married women.” 
In this he followed the example 
of Julius + * who did the fame 
to a favourite of his and his freed- 
man, for having ſeduc d the wife 
of a Roman Knight, though no 
one had complain'd to him of it. 
And 4 cc * Aurelianus puniſh' d with 


| anda - —_— _ — 4 _ 9 — 


＋ Suet. Jul. c. 48.—Libertum gra- 
tiſſimum ob adulteratam equitis Ro- 
mani uxorem, quamvis nullo querente, 
capitali pena affecerit. „ 


4 Vopiſc. Aurelian. li. Ancillam 
ſuam quæ adulterium cum ſervo ſuo 
fecerat, \FAPIE N „ 


ST = # & £ 
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death his ſervant-maid who had 


committed _— with. one of 


his ſlaves.” 
© 


es _ 


SE C 4 10 N vn. 
Kinds of death., 


n 


ND here it may not be im- 


proper to be more particu- 
lar, and to mention ſome few of 
the many kinds of death men have 
been put to by order of the Mas 
| 1 00 for ene. 1 


Framed. 


£4 


+ Moſes commanded, e Tf a wo- 
man that was only betrothed was 


—__— 2 — 2 —— 


— 


+ Deut. Xii. 235 „ 
| taken 
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taken lying with another, both of 
them ſhould be ſtoned to death.” 


Beheaded "A 


Among the * Athenians and the 


+ Bohemians beheading was exe- 
cuted on Adulterers 8. a And it 


is 


2 
—_ * * 


* Petit. Leg. Atticæ. p. 460. Fol. 
Par. 1635. Capital erat in adulterijs 
deprehendi. 8 1 


— 


Du F reſae. Gloſs, Lat. F. Lutet. 
1678. ad V. Adul, Adulterorum pœ- 


nam apud Bohemos decapitationem 


fuiſſe docet Vita S. Adalberti Eri 
* Pragenſis. 
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is faid, that a certain King of 
Tenedos publiſh'd a law, that if 
any one took an adulterer, he 
ſhould cut off his head with an 
ax, and that, his own ſon being 
+ taken, and he who took him afk- 
ing the King what he muſt do, 
he anſwer d, Fit the Bi" m IOW 
cution. 

Burnt lie 22286 . 

*The Emperor Opilius had 
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r Capitol. Adulterij reos ſemper vi- 
vos ſimul incendit junctis corpori- 
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always the bodies of the two Per- 
ſons guilty of adultery faſtened to- 
gether and burnt alive. There is 
in Diodorus Siculus, a very odd 
Story relating to this kind of 
death. Seſoſtris II. King of Egypt 
| „was depriv'd of fight. In the 
tenth, year, He was directed by 
an Oracle to waſh his face with 
the water of that wife who had 


wy Fg” 2 — „* 


3 * 
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known no other man than her r 
huſband. Having tried ſeveral, 
beginning with his own, he found 
not one of them untainted, ex- 

cept the wife of a certain Gar- 

dener; whom after he was cured, 


he married: 2 n reſt he burned C 
Urea bom) apr BEEF nee 1 

I have recited this Story upon t 
no other account than to ſhew V 
how ſevere they were in thoſe { 


| times againſt Adultery. For as | 
to the matter of fact, though Se- 
ſoſtris might have believed he re- 
cover'd his fight by the method 
aforeſaid, yet it is hardly pro- 
bable that but one out of fo many 
wives could provide ſuch a re- 
| medy 


A 449 ous. yy... 5 


[199] 0 
medy, ſuppoſing it to be effec- 
tual. paths 3 hgh 7 


Torn aſunder. 


* An uncommon death was or- 
dered by the Emperor Valerius 
Aurelianus to be executed on a 
Soldier, who had committed adul- 
tery with the wife of his Hoſt: 

viz. that the tops of two trees 
ſhould -be bent down and tied faſt 


* Vopiſc. Aurelian. Militem qui 
adulterium cum . hoſpitis uxore com- 
miſerat, ita punivit, ut duarum ar- 
borum capita inflecteret, et ad pedes 
militis deligaret, eademque ſubito di- 
mitteret, ut ſciſſus ille utrinque pen- 
deret. 


o 
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to the feet of the ſoldier, and that 
the boughs ſhould be let go of a 


ſudden, ſo that he being torn aſun- 


der might hang on each fide.” 


Here the puniſhment was very 


expreſſive of the crime. It was 
proper that he who had thus di- 
vided man and wife, who were one 
body, ſhould have his own body 
divided, and become a prey to the 
fowls of the air. 


Hang d. 
| * In of Saxony iff a married wo- 
man, 


c r 2 1 1 . A 8 1 > r 
* — —ͤ— * + 


Du Freſne Gloſs Lat. T. 1. p. 76. 
Is antiqua Saxonia, fi mulier maritata 


, #; > ©8 } 
* 


man, breaking the marriage con- 

tract, committed adultery, they 

ſometimes forced her to end her 
life, being hanged with a halter 
faſtened by her own hand; and 
over her body ſet on fire and burnt 
W ſedu cer... 


A ſentence was belt at Orle- 


ans magna Deſlandes Sieur du Mou- 
= 


—_— 


fracto fœdere matrimony adulterium 
perpetraverit, aliquando cogunt eam 
propria manu per laqueum ſuſpenſam 
vitam finire: et ſuper buſtum illius in- 
cenſæ et concrematæ corruptorem <5us 
lyſpendunt. el r 


wn: * Thuan, Hiſt. xxxv. Lit ann. 1563. 
x J udicium 
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lin, * being convicted of having 
debauched Godarde, the wife of 
John Godin, while her , huſband 


was in the camp, was condemned 


to die: and both Deſlandes and 
Godarde were han ged in Hit ha 
lic ſtreet. - ON > 


Here too the puniſhment ſeems 
to be well adapted to the crime. 


Judicium Aureliani latum eſt contra 
Landam Molinum qui Godardam Jo. 
Godini uxorem dum vir in caſtris 


eſſet corrupiſſe convictus, ad mortem 
damnatus eſt, amboque Landa et Go- 
darda in publica platea n ſuſ- 
penſi ſunt. 


For 


in; 


( 113 ] 
For an ignominious life deſerves 
an ignominious death: and he who 
has wallowed in another man's 
bed like a ſwine, ought for fo do- 
ing to be hang'd like a dog, 
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H 0 U G H Death was in 

many countries a ſtated mode 
of f puniſhing Adulterers, yet other 
modes of puniſhing Adulterers were 
made uſe of, leſs fevere, in the com- 
mon opinion at leaſt, than Death, 
To proceed therefore. pany 


S EC- 


B 
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Ban nnen was "I mode of pu- 
niſhing ee. 


1 Us Kiga being re- 
ö ſolved to reform their vi- 
le cious s practices, ſent the Poet Ovid 
to the chaſte region of the Getz 
to: cool his amorous fires. No one 
indeed would be ſurprized to hear 
that this Author was guilty of 
Adultery (for which he had the 
good fortune to be only baniſhed) 
being looked upon as a Profeſſor of 
the arts of illicit-loye, as himſelf 


aſſures us, | 
Pe Under 


[116 
* | Under the charge of this foul crime I lie, 


That I'm. a Doctor in adultery. 
| FIN a 3 7 


However he rather inſinuates 
than proves his innocence, in his 


appeal to Cupid, too partial a Judge 


in caſes of i intrigue. 


+ You know, and may, if worn, proteſt 


1 derer n nN my ke, 


And he brings other men 's write 
ings to excuſe his own, as, 
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180d tamen b jurateh'ditere polls, 1 


Non me legitimos ſollicitaſſe toros, &c« 
* * * 
123488 


8  Arguor obſcani Doctor adulterii, | 
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Ilias ipſa quid eſt niſi turpis adultera, de qua 


[17 ] 


* What is the Iliad but a ſhameleſs whore, 


For whom was wag'd a ten year's war before 


Between a huſband and a paramour 2 


+ Tiberius having gotten Apu- 


leia Varilia excus'd the greater pu- 


niſhment- for adultery, | prevailed 
that after the example of their an- 


ceſtors ſhe might be remov'd above 


two hundred miles from her rela- 


> af 


Tater amatorem pugna virumque fuit ? 


Ovi. Triſt. ii. 371. 


Tac. Annal. ii. c. 50.— Adulterij 


graviorem pœnam deprecatus, ut ex- 
emplo majorum propinquis ſuis ultra 


ducenteſſimum lapidem removeretur, 
ſuaſit. Adultero Manlio ny" atque 
Africà interdictum eſt. 

tions. 


A 1 18 ] 
tions: The ie Manlius 


was baniſhed out of PO and 
7 E 


* * He likewiſe cuniſhed with * 

niſnment Aquilia, who. was ac- 
_ cuſed of committing adultery with 
Varius Ligur, though LentulusGe- 
tulicus, the Conſul elect, had con- 
demned her accordin 8 to the Ju- 
lian Law. 


It ſeems theſe two Emperor! 
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Tac. Annal. iv. 42. Aquiliam 
adultery delatam cum Vario Ligure; 
quanquam Lentulus Getulicus con- 
ſul deſignatus lege J * nnr 
. exilio punivit. 


Were 
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were of opinion that Perſons, who 
behav'd ſo unworthy the mem- 
bers of a well regulated Society, 
ought to be debarred from dwelling 
any longer therein, though it were 
their own native country. 
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SECTION n. 


Confinement was another mode of pie- 
- 701 ng Adulterers. 


1O NSTANTINE ordered 
that a wife, guilty of adul- 
"= fhould be thrown into a nun- 


nery, 


% 


...* Conſtant, Authen, Collar. tit. xvii. 
Novell. 134. cap. IO. 
: lie e eL 27 Nove n 72 | 
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nery, giving her huſband a power 
of taking her out again within two 


years if he thought a proper If the 


above- mentioned time elapſed, or 
the huſband died, before he took 


her out, He order'd her to be 


ſhorn, and to take the habit of a 
nun, and to abide in the fame 


nunnery during her whole life.“ 


This Ta Civilian toes: that 
AE a ro 
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„ Woman who had ſo little regard 
o for her honour, as to break through 
e the bounds of Chaſtity preſcrib'd - 
or her, ſhould be confin'd, at firſt 
'k only for a time, in hopes the might 
be become leſs diſorderly; and if ſhe. 
2 did not, , be confin'd for 
..cyer.,; 


I P * 
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l SECTION ut. 


Public D; rack was another ep 
of puniſhing Adulterers. 


NYOLON made the follow- 
ing Law in reſpect to wives. ; 
* He would not ſuffer a wife 
with whom an Adulterer had been 
caught, to be dreſt out: but if the 
were dreſt out, he bad any one 
who met her to tear off her 
cloaths. 


Again, by a Law of Athens, it 
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was thus decreed, * * When the 
huſband has taken the Adulterer, - 
let it not be lawful, for him to 
cohabit with his wife, but if he 
do, let him be accounted infa- 
mous.” | | 


The deſign of this Jaw was (I 
preſume). not only to deter the 
wife from committing Adultery. 
through the apprehenſion of being 
utterly caſt off, but to teach the 
huſband, that to receive again into 
his boſom a faithleſs and polluted 
wretch, argued a meanneſs of ſpi- 
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. rit, and a want of delicacy, and 
would breed a ſuſpicion that he 
=: partook with her in the wages of 
. iniquity. However there is a wide 
difference between a harden d Adul- 
tereſs, and a young unexperienc d | 


| creature ſurpris d into a ſingle, act 

of Adultery by a common Se- 
ducer, or decoyed into it by an 
unſuſpected Bawd. The law might 
have” been rather too ſevere againſt 
the laſt of theſe; eſpecially if ſhe 
had given all — tokens of a 
beende contrition. 


With the Germans "II was 
no 


. — * — 
* 


Tait Germ. xix. | Publicate | . 
rte AQT'« USTS 219% e 


nl 
no pardon for a woman who had 
once loſt her character. She could 
not get another huſband by her 
perſon, her age, or her fortune. 
For there nobody made a jeſt of 
vice; nor was it call'd the faſhion 
of the times to debauch and to be 
debauch * 7 911 


3 * 10 When the Cumzans took a 


— 


n e e d woman 


. 


* _— 
n * | — — 


dicitiz nulla venia, Non forma, non 
ætate, non opibus maritum inveniret, 
Nemo enim illic vitia ridet: nec cor- 
rumpere et corrumpi ſæculum voca- 
tur. 
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woman in Adultery, they brought 
her to the Forum, and made her 


ſtand in the fight of every body on 


a ſtone. Then ſetting her upon an 
Aſs, they led her round the City. 
After that ſhe was made again to 


ſtand on the ſame ſtone; and all 


her life-time was reckon d infa- 
mous, and nick-nam' d the Aſs- 
rider. And they, looking from 
thence on the ſtone as IMPUTE, « ana- 
them atized it.” 


4 
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The Adulterer too when taken 
174 his ſhare of Public Diſgrace. 
* „Among the Piſidians he was 
led about the town fitting upon 
an Aſs,” T Among the Le- 
preans he was carried bound 
through the croſs- ways for three 
days together.” Among the Gor- 
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| $ Czl. Rhodig. xxi. c. 45. . 
Gortynam adulter deprehenſus ad 
magiſtratus per civitatem produceba- 
tur lana coronatus. Quare illi plane 
mollior approbabatur natura effemina- 
tiorque. : 
G 4 tynians 
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tynians he was publickly brought 
through the City to the Magi- 
ſtrates crown d with wool ; where- 
by he was plainly adjudged to be 
by nature ſofter and py than 
wool itlelf.” 8 


Tall as wa the ſexes it 
may be faid, Nothing could be 
more juſt than, That ſhe who 
ſcrupul'd not to do a thameful act 
in private, ſhould be expos'd to 
ſhame in public; and that the 
Fool's Cap ſhould be taken from 
the head of the hufband, and put, 
where it fitted beſt, and the ee 
of the Adulterer. a 
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SECTION W. 


| Bodily Pain as another mode of 
 ., ptuniſhing Adulterer s. 

= Ju E Egyptian ordin'd 
that if a man had pre- 
vail'd on a married woman to 


commit Adultery with him, he 
ſhould receive a thouſand laſhes.” 


Tacitus ſpeaking of Germany, 
informs us + © that there were 
91 very 


F. lt ” —_ _ * 8 4 
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75 Diod. Sic. i. 50. 1 Es ws 
rea- lucixooα cc oe Ne Y 
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+ Tac. Germ. xix. Weine in 
tam numeroſa gente adulteria, quo- 
1 G5 rum 
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very few Adulteries in ſo numer- 
ous a people: the puniſhment for 


which was at hand, and allow'd 
to huſbands. The huſband having 
ſtrip'd her [his wife] naked, and 
cut off her hair before her rela- 
tions, turn'd her out of doors, 
and whippd Rer. through. r 
ſtreet.“ 


1 In ancient Saxony, if a mar- 
| ried 


1 — 


- 


rum b pœna præſens, et maritis s permiffa. 


Acciũs crinibus nudatam coram pro- 
pinquis expellit domo maritus, ac Per 
omnem vicum verbere agit. 


* Du Freſh Gloſs. Latin. T. 1. p. 


76. In antiqua Saxonia fi mulier 
—_— fracto fœdere matrimonij ad- 


— ulterium 


- 


ried woman, breaking the mar- 
riage- contract, was guilty of Adul- 
tery, ſometimes, a female troop be- 
ing aſſembled, the women led her 


round about, whipp'd through the 


ſtreets, beating her with rods ; and 
goading her with ſmall wounds, 
ſent her from town to town bloody 
and torn; and ſtil there met her 


_—_— — —_— — — 
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ulterium perpetraverit, aliquando, con- 
gregato fœmineo exercitu, flagellatam 


eam mulieres per pagos circumqua- 


que ducunt, virgis cædentes; et pun- 
gentes minutis vulneribus cruentatam 
et laceratam de villa ad villam mit- 


tunt: et occurrunt ſemper novæ fla- 


gellatrices zelo pudicitiæ adductæ uſ- 


quequo eam. aut mortuam, aut vix 


5 a 
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freſh tormentors drawn by their 
"zeal for chaſtity, till they left her 
either dead, or ſcarce alive. 


Under this head of bodily pain KF 


may place a kind of / puniſhment 
very common at Athens. 


When they caught Adulterers 
in the fact, they tied them neck 
and heels; made bald their poſte- 
riors with hot aſhes; akd then 
- thruſt up their bodies radiſhes of 
the largeſt fize, To this Catullus 
r 
nd! 
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= Petit. Atticæ Leg. p. 464. Depre- 
henſos in adulterio mœchos quadrupe- 
EO} des 


1 1330 
Ah I wretched thee, and of a hapleſs fate, 


For ſometimes. -mullets were 
thruſt. up the body as well as ra- 
diſhes. 


* 
4 


des conſtituebant; et eis nates depila- 
bant cinere calido: deinde raphanos 
prægrandes in podicem immittebant. 


* Ah! tum te miſerum, malique fati, 
| Quem attractis pedibus, patente porta, 
Percurrent raphanigue mugileſque. | 
be CATULL, Ode xv. 28. 


4 Pluck- 


TI 


44 Phicking or + a Radiſhing. But 1 
it was a puniſhment for poor men 4 
only. Rich men commuted by a 
pecuniary mulct; as we may gather . 
from Ariſtophanes, who brings in 2 


one thus reproaching Poverty; 
$ Through thee th'Adulterer when hs ack 18 

pluck d. ? 4 
Bodily pleaſure, Fu unwarranta- 


t 

ble, is fitly puniſhed with bodily t 
pain. Yet no bodily pain, though t 
never ſo exquiſite, ean be a ſuffi- 1 
cient compenſation for that pain e 
of mind which might be given to 4 


an injur'd huſband, - 
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Di of guration * Was another mode of 
| puniſhing Adulterers. is 


HE Ægyptians command- 
: ed the noſe of an Adul- 
tereſs to be ſlit: being of opinion 
that ſhe who ſet herſelf off to gra- 
tify an unpardonable incontinence, 
ſhould have taken from her what- 
ever moſt recommended her beauty. 


5 : 
" 6 _ ki * . 6 \ 2 
is -* _—_— 1 1 


* Diod. Sic. i. 50. Et Tis Taras 
: MOIYSUT Gly ee. A Ts Y c THY pix 
D C89, ref Sev Tys 
Neos davy 0917 aged i- - 
(opens ev r {ANIGTR $00 
E Thy EUTLETEIQYs | 
els | "Glue 


136 


* Canute made this decree, «If a 
wife, the huſband being yet alive, 

be oonvicted of having an illicit 

commerce with any other man 
whatever, let both her noſe and 
her ears be cut off.” | 

| 2 Js a gilt of ma) But 
when it is put to ſo bad a uſe, it 
is made an inſtrument of hell: and 
therefore, like a well-wrought 


Statue as ſoon as it becomes an 


Idol, and leads men aſtray, ought 
to ** 


2 * ge Eq n 
— — : wa —_— * 3 2 


„ Spelm. L. E. Eedl. Canuti R. c. 
22. Uxor, fi marito ſuperſtite, cum 
alio quocunque corpus miſcuiſſe con- 
vincatur, mulieri tum 2 tum au- 


eule pPpræcinduntor. 2 


SECTION VI. 


Bid Was en 3 of pu- 
A niſhing Adulterers. 


"ALEU cus, Prince of 
— Locris, made a law that the 
Adulterer's eyes ſhould be put out: 
of whoſe conſummate juſtice there 
is the following remarkable ac- 
Z count. ; VERA, according to his 
14,5601, e Opal AL e ow 


Val. Max. vi. 5. Extern. ſect. 3. 
Cum filius ejus adultery crimine-dam- 
natus ſecundum jus ab ipſo conſtitu- 
tum, utroque oculo carere deberet, ac 
tota civitas in honorem patris /pane | 
neceſſitatem adoleſcentulo remitteret, 
aliquamdiu repugnavit: ad ultimum 
| . precibus 


z& 
5 


1 36 1 


. don law, his ſon was to be depriv- its 
ed of both his eyes, being found vie 

guilty of adultery; and the whole th. 

city, out of regard to the father, tec 

\ . would have had the young man re- I he 

leaſed from the penalty; he for va 

ſome time oppoſed it. At laſt be- 2 


ing overcome by the intreaties of 
the people, having firſt pull'd out 
one of his own eyes, and then one 
of his ſons, he left to both the uſe 
of bebt. Thus he gave the law 


42 go = * _ pe 1 1 oh. 
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precibus populi evictus, ſuo prius, de- 
inde filij oculo eruto, uſum videndi 
utrique reliquit. Ita debitum ſuppli- 
cij modum legi reddidit, æquitatis ad- 
mirabili temperamento, ſe inter milſe- 
. ricordem patrem et Juſtum 9 
rem . 5 


4 
1 . 
"6. 9 th 
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=: 
- its due meaſure of puniſhment, di- 
l viding himſelf equally between 
eme compaſſionate father and righ- 
n teous Law-giver.” Though, I think, 
be carried the former to an extra- 
1 Verse n | 
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SECTION VII. 


Cab 7 ation Was another mode of Pu- 
riſing Adulterers, 


__— 


JO DOR US Siculus tells 
us, that the Egyptians 
ordered a man who forced a wife 


hs 4 
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9 


hind Judging as ach a man, 
by one illegal act, wrought three 
of the greateſt evils, Inſult, Cor- 
-ruption, and Mixture of ſeed,” 


Probably for much the ſame rea- 


ſon ! Adulterers were caſtrated 


| among the ann 


4 4 1 


"ON n gives a Hint of this pu- 
niſhment in a * of one of his 


| Comedies :: 


rocbror pu page. Tagaro Tea Ta 
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Du Freſne Gloſs. Lat. T. 8. ad. v. 


Adult. e ud e eee Caſ- 
trabantur. Fa 


MI. 


. 

* Mr. What doſt thou ? Sy; 1 
do what tis plain Adulterers are 
not for the moſt part wont to do. 
Mi. What is that? Sy. I bring 
back wy veſſels whole. | 


It muſt be owned on the other 
hand that Domitian, * after * 
tus had taken | ary Pains to have 


— 2 4 A oe #4403 > A Þ 4 


C MI. Quid agis ? ? r. Facio f 
manifeſts mœchi haud ferme ſolent. © 


Ms. Quid. eſt ? Sv. Refero vaſa 


ſalva. | 5 
PAV r. Pan. iv. 2. 40. 
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offenders caſtrated ; to bring an 
odium on him, forbad that any 
man ſhould be any longer caſtratgd 
in the Roman Empire.” [as I have 
already hinted from Martial. 


But this was a bad motive for 
aboliſhing a good law. For when 
Caſtration is uſed otherwiſe: than 


as a puniſhment, or a remedy, it 


is contrary to humanity and civil 


policy. But it is highly reaſon- 
able, that a man who proud of his 
manhood exerciſes It to another's 


wrong, ſhould be made leſs than 


Man. 


8 E C- 
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SECTION VIII. 
Fin Was anther mide f Punifting 


Adullerers. 
$ cc \ Mong the Arragonians, 
by their laws, if a mar- 


cried in man or married woman was 
taken in Adultery, they paid three- 
| ſcore ſolids, by way of fine. And 7 
if a married man was taken in 


Du Freſne. Gloſs. Lat. Tom. 1. 

p. 76. Apud Arragonenſes ſecundum 
b. oros antiquos, ſi conjugatus aut con- 
jugata erant deprehenſi in Adulterio, 
ſolvebant 60 ſolidos de calumnia, Et ſi 
conugatus cum conjugata erant de- 


prehenſi in Adulterio, ſolvebant die- A 


tam calumniam duplicatam. 


3 Adultery 


10144] 


| Adultery, hh; a married wo- 


man, they _ the aforeſaid! Fine 
2 th 4 Ir Bigg 921 2.91. 22 


* r 2 H. *. 
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an 


N In aa oe "on Kent, It 


; appears, that the King had cog- 


nizance of an adulterous man, and 


—— — 


the Archbiſhop of an adulterous 
woman, and that an . fine. was 
| laid on them both.” 0d 


2 F reſne.. Gloſs. Lat. Tom. . p. 
76. De Adulterio per totam Chent 


Cantium] habet Rex hominem, Archi- 


epiſcopus mulierem, &c. Alibi: Adul- 
terium faciens 8 Sol. 4. D. emende- 


bat homo, et fœmina tantundem. Rex 


habet hominem Adulterum, Archie- 


piſcopus fœminam. 
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* „At this day in England, 


and moſt other countries, Adul- 
teries are puniſh'd by Fine,” This 
mode falls vaſtly ſhort of the end 
propoſed. For what Fine can be 
adequate to ſo great an injury? A 

huſband who chearfully acquieſces 
in this kind of ſatisfaction, gives 
che world room to ſuſpect that he 


deſires nothing more than to make 
2 market of his wife's inconti- 
nence. 
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Farris's Juſtinian. to. iv. p. 87. 
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22 Sar Aber Be . vip 1 
| ming Adultertrs. ee 


* the Statute "png +* a If a 

Y wife willingly leave her huſ- 
band, and go away, and conti- 
nue with her Advouterer, ¶Adul- 
terer] ſhe fhall. be barred for ever 
of action to demand her Dower 
that ſhe ought to have of her huſ- 
band's lands, if ſhe be convict 
thereupon : excepted that her huſ- 
band willingly, and without coer- 


"<4 Anno decimo tertio Edvardi 3 


A. D. 1285. c. 34. 
3 1 ion 


1 147 ] 
tion of the church, reconcile her, 
and ſuffer her to live with him ; ; in 
which eaſe ſhe n be reſtored to 
her action. 


18 Coke oa « « Al this is com- 
prehended ms in two Flip 
meters. eee. 

; Sponte virum Legions mulier, et adultera fas 
Dote ſul careat, niſi ſponſi ſponte retracta. 


Which f in about as elegant verſe 
may be thus Engliſhed; 


If wife elop d Adultereſs become, 
To loſe her dower let it be her doom, 75 
| Une r ond. freely take her News. 


— — — 


* Coke's Inſtit. L. i. Cup. 5. of 
Dower. 
H TS Cambden 


1 


[a Þ 

Cambden relates this remarka- 

| ble caſe ( out of the Parliamentary 
records, 30 Ed. 1.) * Sir John 
Camois, ſon. of the Lord Ralph 
Camois, of his own free-will gave 
and demiſed his own, wife, „Mar- 
garet, daughter and heir of John 
de Gaideſden, unto Sir William 
Panell, Knight; and unto the ſame 
William Panell, g gave, granted, re- 
leaſed, and quit-claimed all her 
goods and chattels, &c. ſo that nei- 
ther he himſelf, nor any man elſe 
in his name, might make claim, 
or ever challenge any intereſt in 
the ſaid Margaret, or in her goods 
or chattels, &c. Ey which grant, 


OY 


** 1 TIP 8 * a 


3 "3 47 z * ; £ — 
3 4 1 F * 
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when ſhe demanded her dower in 


| the manor of Torpull, 4 part of the F 


poſſeſſions of Sir John Camois, her 


firſt huſband, there grew a memo- 


rable ſuit in the law, but wherein 
ſhe was overthrown, and judgment 
pronounced, That ſhe ou ght to 
have no dower from thence upon 
the ſtatute of Weſtminſter. 2. 
Becauſe ſhe departed from her 
huſband, in his life-time; and lived 
in adul tery with the aforeſaid Wil- 
Bm. 


. Nor was this puniſhment | un- 
| known to the ancients, as we may 
gather from theſe verſes of Homer, 

where Vulcan thus ſpeaks of Mars 
OY Swe Bl nd .drs 8 


P 


and Venus, [Af i he had caught 
"Ree" in his bed. | 


-* Faſt bound within this PR they ſhall be laid, 
Till the whole dow'r her Father has repaid; 3 
0 Which for a ſhameleſs woman 1 Put down, 
His daughter, fair indeed, but wanton grown. 


| It is wac his is a fiction: yet 
it points out to us the law of thoſe 
ancient times in caſe of Adultety ; 


which Horace confirms by the en- 
Gor paſſage, 


ra, 7 pip ,, 
Eloinerpc tada paris f d modi Fiva 
09 al rylvate Ku ies Hen a fne, 


« Oivexs, of nah — * BX Ne 
Hon. Oavſe. 8, 


þ g . 4 Py S 2 # of ; F | 
4 15 5 * Loudly 


[251 1 
C Loydly cries the k wile, 


\ Ay bein: 's loſt. 


Francis. 


But from Vain Maximus we 
farther learn there was an ancient 
Roman law, by which the dower 
of a wife, convicted of Adultery, 
- was: farfeited to her hyſband ; an 


that ſuch a law at a certain Ame. 
had it not been hindered, would 


have been gcolly 3 abuſed. For * 
55 whe ©: Titinius, of Minturn 
attempted 


— wry — nd As 2—— yd pram, an 
| * miſeram { conſcia clamet, 
- 


nos. L. 1. Sat 2. 


be * "Val 1 viii. c. 2, 2. Cum C. 
. | H 4 Titinius 


[ 152] 

attempted to deprive of her dower 
his wife Fannia, 'whom he had 
married on purpoſe, being an im- 
modeſt woman, and divorced upon 


f £ „ 
* 8 > 


Titinius Minturnenſis Fanniam un- 
orem, quam impudicam de induſ- 
tria duxerat, eo crimine repudiatam, 
dote ſpoliare conaretur, [C. Marius! 
ſumptus inter eos judex, in conſpectu 
habita quæſtione, ſubductum Titinium 
monuit, ut incepto- deſiſteret, ac mu- 
lieri dotem redderet. Quod cum 
ſæpius fruſtra feciſſet, coactus ab eo 
ſententiam pronunciare: mulierem im- 
pudicitiz ream ſeſtertio nummo, SS. 
tinium ſumma totius dotis damnavit. 
Præfatus, idcirco ſe hunc judicandi 
modum ſecutum, quod Jiqueret ſibi, 
Titinium patrimonio Fanniæ inſidias 
ſtruentem, impudicæ conjugium ex- 


Fas 4 „ 2 
a 4 7 

1 : 

* Z þ E 
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that account, C. Marius, being 
choſen arbitrator between them, 
took aſide Titinius, and adviſed 
him to reſtore the woman her 
dower. Which after he had done 
ſeveral times in vain, being obliged 
from thence to give judgment, he 
mulct the woman as guilty of im- 
modeſty a ſeſterce (i. e. about three 
half-pence) and Titinius the ſum 
of her whole dower : having, pre- 
miſed that he therefore followed 
this manner of judging, becauſe 
it appeared plainly to him, that 
Titinius ſought for a marriage 
with Fannia, an immodeſt man, 5 
laying a ſnare for Hat aw”; DIS 
1 ndeed this * — bros, 
H 5 ten 


— 


KK — — — 


— 2 — — — — CT —ů— — 2 — — 
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ten ths caſe. Nay, a bad huſband 
might, for the ſake of appropri 
ating to himſelf the whole or great- 
eft part of his wife's dower, have 
2 a vlllain · to draw her into 
an act of wanter. . 


But on 4he office ade, the Calle 
generolity of ſome huſbands, in 
theſe modern days, thewn to their 
divorced wives, in allowing them 
even more than their dower, is 
very imprudent. For it may in- 
creaſe tlie number of adulteries: 
ſince women, vitiouſly inclined, 


Vill keep à very little reſtraint 


upon themfelves, vrhen they expect 
an ample and independent provi- 


ſion upon a divorce. 
The 


L155 ] 


'T he caſe indeed might be ſome- 
_ what alter'd, if the wife had been 
provok'd. to infidelity by frequent 
infidelities from the huſband, Be- 
cauſe there is no reaſon that he 
ſhould be the aggreſſor, and .ſhe | 

the only ſufferer, For the huſband is | 
Sound to the Mife, as well as the wife 
15 bound to the huſband; and as the | 
wife hath not power of ber own body, | 


but the  buſband, fo the - huſband hath 
not power of his own body, but the 
e. Not that I would juſtify 
this retaliation of the wife; fince 
_ Chaſtity is a duty ſhe owes not 
only to her huſband, but to- God, 
ther children, and herſelf. I would 


Fn. .plcad, ſhe ought not to be ſo 
758 5 No 5 ſeverely 


[2367] 


| ſeverely dealt with by her buſ: 0 
band, as if ſhe had been falſe to h 
his bed without _ Proferatidi * t 
at all. 5 199070 p 

J DTS AL - 243 Fe tl 
Fr — by oi G f 
I 
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| | 0 theſe Kren modes of 
| puniſhin g Adulterers, 1 ſhall 


add an inſtance or two, where the 1 
mode is not ſo clearly expreſt, 
but left to the will of the injur'd 5 
perſon. 5 | : 
VN. Petit cls,” That 4 by a a hay p 
2 eLtutadgic adobe acun, 3 
Petit Leg. Attic, t. 4. Shania 
15 e 


1 

of Solon, it was in the choice f 
him who had taken an Adulterer, 
to do with him as he thought. | 
proper. Theſe are the words of 

the Law; IF ANY ONE TAKE 
AN APUETERER, HE MAY 
DEAL BY HIM AS HE PLEAS- 
EKH. 


A Law of the Wifigoths thus 
declares, 1 6 If any man foreibly 
| com- 5 


E. — N . ” N X 


lege arbitrium erat penes eum qui 
adulterum deprehendiſſet, ſtatuendi de 
adultero quicquid libuiſſet. Legis 
verba ita ſunt. EAN T IE MOIX ON 
AABH, 5 TI AN TLOTAHTAI 


* LL. Wing. ni. t. 4. 1. Antiqus. 
OL 


. 1558 j 


commit adultery on another man's 
: wife, if the Agulterer himſelf who 
committed it haye any lawful iſſue, 


let only hiqſelf, without his effects, 


be delivered up tothe woman's huſ- 
band. But if he have no lapful 
Aue, to whom 1 ſuhſtance may 


— N bh 
1 ai. 


— = _ — — 2 . 
. ; 7 


Si quis uxori alienæ n is 
-tulerit violenter, fi ipſe adulter filios 


rito mulieris. Si autem filios legiti- 
mos non habuerit, quibus facultas ſua 
Heheri degitimè poſſit, eum omnibus 
,rebus-ſuis in poteſtatem mariti mulieris 
deveniat, ut in ejus poteſtate vindi- 
cta conſiſtat. Quod ſi mulieris fuerit 
fortaſſe conſenſus, marito ſimilis fit 
| Poteſtas de his faciendi quod Pla 
cet, 


be 


;habens legitimos talia perpetrayerit, 


ipſe ſolus abſque rebus addicatur ma- 


L 159 0 
be due by law, let him, with all 
his effects, be given into the hands 
of the woman's huſband, that the 
ſatisfaction may lay 4n his breaſt. 
| And if there were the conſent of 
the woman, let the huſband have 


the like power of doing with them 
both whatever. he hath a mind. 


e. 
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SECTION * 
Revenge on private Adulterers. 5 


\HE many and various laws 
I have mentioned to have 
been made againſt Adulterers could 
not fail to check, in ſome meaſure, 
their evil courſes. | But very often 
the perſons injured in fo tender a 


point were too impatient to wait 
the proceedings af low, and choſe. 


EF il There 


Pas” X- 


hdd 
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There is in the Noctes Atticz of 


Aulus Gellius the following ſtory. 
* M. Varro, a man of much cre- 
dit for learning, and grave in his 
deportment, ſeys, that Salluſt was 
taken in Adultery by Annius Milo, 
and well beaten with thongs, and 
diſmiſſed on paying a ſum of mo- 


ney. 


+ Valerius Maximus gives, (as 


1 
* 1 * 


A * e F: | ah 


.* Gell, Noct. Att. xvii. 18. M. 


Varro in litteris atque vita fide homo 
multa et gravis. C. Salluſtium in adul- 

terio deprenſum ab Annio Milone 
bene cæſum dicit, et quum dediſſe 4 
petuniam, dimiſſum. . e 


Tam Max. vi. c. 1. 8 13. Sed ut 


eos 


/ 
f 
| 
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he tells us) a ſhort account of ſome 
| Romans, who in revenge for the 
wrong done to their bed, made uſe 
of their own private reſentment in- 


ſtead of the public law. Sempro- 
nius Muſca beat with ſcourges C. 
Gallius, whom he caught in Adul- 


tery with his avife. O. Mem- 
mius beat with cords L. Octavius, 


_ —— 
* ä Les, A 1 


* - "= 4a, -* 


£08 quogue qui in nde Pod 
citia dolore ſuo pro publica lege uſi 
funt, ſtrictim percurram; Sempronius 
Muſca C. Gallium deprchenſum in 
adulterio flagellis cecidit. C. Mem- 

mius L. Octavium ſimiliter deprehen- 
ſum nervis contudit: Carbo Accienus 
A Vibieno, item Pantius a P. Cer- 
nio deprehenſi caftrati ſunt. Quibus 
Ie ſuæ indulſiſſe fraudi non fuit. 
. were RS Wir; ef rp „ hom 
8 


— FAS — a * 
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ner. Carbo Accienus, who was 
caught by Vibienus, and Pontius 
by P. Cernius, were emaſculated. 
And all theſe came to no trouble 
for n An their Feta 


ii Kite RR meer a Sou of 
Aa n er worthy our notice.“ 
The army of the Gallo-Greeci- 


„ 


* 


Ib. extern, 2. Exercitu et copijs 
Gallograecorum a Cn. Manlio con- 
ſule in Olympo monte ex parte de- 
letis, ex Parte captis, Oriagontis re- 
Sol uxor miræ pulchritudinis, a cen- 
turione, cui cuſtodienda tradita erat, 


ſtuprum pati coacta. Poſtquam ven- 


tum eſt in eum locum in quem con- 


ſulis juſſu Centurio miſſo nuntio, ne- 


ceſſarios 


1 6% 
ans being partly cut off, and partly 
taken by C. Manlius, the conſul, to 


on Mount Olympus, a woman of i ©* 
admirable beauty, the wife of Ori- 
agontes, a petty king, was forced I's 
to ſuffer Adultery by a centurion, 10 


to whoſe cuſtody ſhe was commit- hit 


ted. After they came to the place 55 
whither, by the conſul's order, the 5 


eenturion had directed the we- be. 


* 
— _ — _ — 
n * N 5 * 72 9 2 -  - TT  * 2 7 * + E - as > of 
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ceflarios mulieria pretium, quo cam 
redimerent, afferre Jufferat, aurum ex- 
pendente centurione, et in ejus pon- 
dus animo oculiſque intento, Gallogræ- 
cis lingua gentis ſuæ imperavit, ut 
eum occiderent. Interfecti deinde ca- 
put abſciſſum manibus retinens ad 
. conjugem venit ; abjectoque ante pe- 
des ejus & 1 1 & Unions: bowed ar- 


Chery med WORLD 10 af 
man's 


[ 165 ] 
y man' 8 relations to 8 a ranſom 
1 for her; while the centurion was 


f counting the money, with his eyes 
, and thoughts fixt on the weight of 


N it the | bad the Gallo- Grecians, 
1 in their country language, to ſlay 
1 him. Then ſhe came to her huſ- 
0 band, holding in her hands the 
Þ head of the lain that was cut 
off, and having thrown it down 
before his feet, declared the BY: 
ces of her injury and revenge.” 

m 


> "WOW. . 
— * 


SECTION I. 
W from the Poets. ” 


OR are the poets ſilent in 
this particular. Horace, by 
way of prophecy, aſcertains the 


death of Paris for his adultery. | 
* Though 


3 rr —— 222 — 


ec [ 166 5 


+ Thoagh youeſespe the noift of fight, 
a Ajax can oertake thy flight, 

Vet malt thou, infamous through luck, 
oil thoſe adult'rous hairs 1 in duſt. 


| Francis, , 


Martial warns a youth who took 
liberties with another man's wife, 
preſuming upon the edict of Do- 

mitian againſt caſtration ; and in- 

| timates, that a huſband, ſtung wich 
jealouſy, would ſhew but little re 
gard to Edicts. 


- \ #® Vitabis Arepirumque, et celerem beau 7 


Ajstem, tamen heu ! ſerus adulteros | 4 


Crines e cines. ; 


Hen. 1. Od. 15. v. 18. 


» 


_ Hylles 


* Hyllus, you kiſs an armed tribune's wife, 
Ko Nor dread the future vengeance of his knife. 
Wo to thee, ſtripling!-thou'lt be caſtrated, 
| While thus you wanton in another's bed. 
„ youll ay the knife's illegal, it may kill: 


Pray is it legal to do what you wall ? 


Horace again, in order to per- 
ſuade men not to commit this 
crime, ſpeaks in the following 


manner; 

. 5 HEY 2230 — * Wy ae, | 

X # Uxorem armati i. puer Hylle, tribunl, _ 8 | 

1 6 5 ; ; | . | ; 1% 

Supplicium facti, nec puer Hylle, times. . 3 

Ve tibi ! dum ludis, caſtrabere: jam mihi dices. 

Non licet hoc: Quid ? tu quod facis, Hylle, licet ? | 

; MART. ad Hyllum ii. 60. | | 

13 

8s All | 1 
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" 


OO Bt, — A Ie f, — 2 — 


FJ © 


BO All ye that wiſh ſome dire miſhap may wait 
Thb adult rous tribe, attend while I relate 
What dangers and diſiſters they ſuſtain ; 
How few their n a how mixt with 


pain, 


; | =, 


A deſp? rate leap one Vietchel caitiff tries; 
Torn by the flagrant laſh another dies ; 


* fo 


* Audire eſt operz pretium proced ere refte | 
Qui mechis non vultis, ut omni parte laborent; 
Veque illis multo corrupta dolore voluptas, 


Atque hae rara, cadat dura inter {zpe pericla.. 0 
Hic fe precipi tem tecto dedit ille flagellis 

Ad mortem cæſus; ; fugiens kic decidit acrem 

| Prazdonum in eurbem 3 dedit hic pro corpore numme: ; 


Huac præminxerunt calones, quin etiam illad 


Accidit ut cuidam teſtes caudamque falacem 


0 


Hon. i. Sat. 2. v. 37. 


Some 


” 


valt 


Vith 


om? 
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Some are * robbers plunder'd, as they fly; 


Others with gold a wretched ſafety buy; ; ! 


On others ſeullions throw their chamber- [ 


4 Nor ſeldom do they feel with keener ſmart 


The huſband's . on ch“ offending 
wi part. „5 | | 


"Francis. 


And Taveaal delivers himſelf in 
much the ſame ſtrain, when he 
expoſes a mother's folly in priving 


herſelf on her ſon's beauty ; 


* <« Aqdult'rers are with dangers round beſet ; 


Born under Mars, they can't eſcape the net; 


: An 4 
= nem _ 4 — 2 —di — 
* Fiet adulter STE] 
Publicus, et pœnas metuet quaſcunque maritus : 
I Exit 


Ls 
And from revengeful huſbands oft have ried : 
Worſe handling thin Teverelt laws provide. 


Ty One ſtabs, one en, ke. oof 


Drvyvpen. 


S. + XI IÞ 


Virgil gives us a frightful image 
of an adulterer's ſufferings in the 
perſon of Deiphobus, who after 
the death of Paris had taken to 
his bed Helen the wife of Mene- 

laus. He ſuppoſes that Eneas met 
| 8 in the ſhades below 


* 


— m 
— SS 


. | | | p 
Exigit ;ratus : nec erit felicior aſtro 
Martis, ut in laqueos nunquam incidat : exigit autem 
Interdum ille dolor, plus quam lex ulla dolort . 
Conceſſitʒ necat hic ferro, ſecat ille cruentis 
Verberibus, &c. 
| J v. Sat. x. v. 311. 


es. 


2 6 5 and 


— 


TY 


1 71 ] 
and in the condition wherein he 
died. | 1 | 


* Here Priam's ſon, Deiphobus, he found, 


| Whoſe face and limbs were one continued 


wound. 


Diſhoneſt, with lopp'd arms, the youth appears | 
Spail'd of his noſe, and ſhorten'd of his ears. 


Dry DEN. 


4 < | 
| RIES v0 * 1 6 iis Mate a 5.4L - 4 n : g F It - # aa 
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* Atque hic Priamidem laniatum corpore tots 


Deiphobum videt, et lacerum crudeliter ora, 


Ora, manuſque ambas, populataque tempora raptis 
| 


Auribus, et truncas inhoncſts vulnere nares. | 
VI c. En. vi. 494. 


> 


| 
| 
U 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
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SECTION III. 
Revenges on Sovereign. 


UT it ſometimes happened 
B that offenders of this ſort, 
though they were not only above 
the reach of the law, but one ſhould 


Have thought even above private 
revenge, were overtaken by i it. 


Thus, 


* Molurus was ſlain by H yettus, 


* N de Boot, Han. 1613. Laga 


Tov 'Ogryopuersy 5 201 AEUGITEE Nos & $i- 
XET9 5 Ag os, pe eri TW Mohd 
gow T8 5 AgioCavros, 6 o E TEVEY 
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* 


4 


; 
, 


iP 
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who found. him in an unlawful 


commerce with his wife. N 


. Nero was beaten almoſt to 
death by a ſenator, for being too 
familiar with his wife in a mid- 
night. frolic about the ſtreets.— 


+ And Victorinus was killed be. a 


public notary whoſe wife he had 
debauched. 


But the revenge of Maximus 


8 ———_———— 


© 


——— * 


C Suet. Ner. c. 26. A quovis lati- 
clavio cujus uxorem attrectaverat, pro- 


9 pe ad necem cæſus. = 


- *3þ "Fri Pale: Vas: 1. p. Wore A 


quodam actuario cujus uxorem ſtu⸗ 
E percuſſus. 


2 on 


N 
Þ 
| 
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en Valentinian was very extraor- 
dinary. * Maximus was a ſenator, 
OT and 


_ — — 


— 


* Procop. de bell. Vandal. i. Inter 
Senatores erat Maximus, domo Ro- 
manus. Erit ei uxor cordata non 
minus quam forma excellenti ; cujus 
cupidine flagrans Valentinianus, nec 
facile potiundæ viam reperiens, rem 
ſceleratam excogitavit effecitque. Cum 
Maximo in palatium ad vocato alea 
Indens, victor, pecuniæ, de qua cer- 
tabatur pignus annulum ab eo ac- 
cepit; cum clam mittit ad ipſius ux- 
otem, ut ſignum A viro miſſum, quo 
conſpecto non moraretur venire ſalu- 
tatum Auguſtam Eudoxiam. Illa con- 
ſpecto annulo nihil addubitans quin a 
viro ea mandata venirent, lectica de- 
ferri ſe. jubet: ſed ubi in aulam ve- 
nerat, ab hominibus in id diſpoſitis 
5: EE e Þ in 


— 
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and by family a Roman. He had a 


wife as diſcreet as ſhe was beauti- 
ful : with the love of whom Va- 


lentian being inflamed, but not 


eaſily finding an opportunity of 
enjoying her, contrived and put in 


execution a wicked device. 


* » * 
1 1 6 " 
£4 Far 1 r 
* 8 


— 


in conclave abducitur, quod a muli- 
erum habitaculo longe ſatis aberat. 
Quo veniens Valentinianus ſtuprum ei 


vi infert. Poſt acceptam injuriam, da- 
mum viri reverſa, lachrymis, omni- 


buſque Genis, dolorem teſtans animi, 
dira precatur Maximo, ut qui tanto 
malo cauſam - dedifſer. His graviter 
commotus et ipſe in Imperatoris exi- 
tium intendit animum.— Poſt id Im- 
Peratorem | interemit 3 Hi 


que et Pn r. 


4 
. 
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Playing at dice with Maximus, 
whom he had called to the palace, 
and being the winner, he took of 


him a ring for 2 pledge of the 


money they played for. This he 
ſent privately to his wife, as a 


token that at the fi ght of it the 


muſt not delay coming to pay A 
viſit to the empreſs, Eudoxia. She 
; having ſeen the ring, nothing 


doubting but that thoſe orders 
came from her huſband, had her- 


ſelf conveyed thither in a ſedan. 


But when the entered the hall, the 
was carried off by men, poſted for | 


that purpoſe, into a chamber far 


enough from the womens apart- 
ment. T Hither Valentinian went, 


| and. committed a rape upon her. 
Aſter 


e 


C177 ] 
After receiving this outrage, being 
returned to her huſband's houſe, 
teſtifying by tears and all other 
marks the anguiſh of her ſoul, ſhe 
poured out curſes on Maximus, as 
he who had given occaſion for ſo 
great an offence. He too being 
deeply affected with it, reſolved on 
the Emperor's deſtruction, —Af- 
terwards Maximus flew. the Em- 


peror, and took the empire into his 2 


own hands. 


But according to the See 
of my Lord Rocheſter, this Was 
not ſufficient amends for the i injury 
done to his wife, and his friend 
Etius. For at the cloſe of bis | 


1 bn agedy a 


l 78] 
tragedy of Valentinian, he makes 
him e the ſoldiers; 


Lead me to death or empire, which you = XY 
For both are equal to a ruin'd man” © 
But, fellow-ſoldiers, if ye are my friends, 
Bring me to death, that I may there find peace, 
Since empire is too poor to make amends 
Por half the loſſes 1 have undergone ; 

A true friend, and a tender faithful wife, 

The two bleſt miracles of human life. 
Go now 100 ſeek new worlds to add to this; 
search heaven for bleſſings to enrich the gift; 
Bring power andpleaſure on the wings of fame; 
And heap this treaſure upon Maximus; 
You'll make a great man, not 2 happy one. 
ana fo Juſt as mine muſt never end, 

For my love raviſh'd, and'my murder'd friend. 


RochEsrTER's Valentinian. 


SE C- 


wy 


SECTION IV. 
Recourſe to Harlots. 


IHE s E and ſuch-like were 


the revenges taken on Adul- 
terers. And though ſome might 
have eſcaped them, yet the fear 
they might not, muſt have with- 
held many conſiderate perſons 
from committing ſo great a vil- 
lainy. Horace introduces one Phi- 
lodemus reſolving to confine his 
amours to a ſingle wofnan ; 


*Then P11 fear nothing, for no harm will come; 
No jealous huſband is returning home ; 


** — 


: * Nec rages ne dum bs * 5 4 wif rure recurrat 3 
| Janua frangatur ; latret canis; undique magno 
25 16 15 Peta 


[48%] 


His doors broke ope; by dogs the ſervants 88 7 
While the, poor wretch ! {tarts ar; 
| amaz'd, 5 77 
And with a guilty ſhriek, cries, Im undone 
Oh! now I'm caught, and all my jointure's 

gone . „ 
(For that's the puniſhment of married whores) 
While I, poor guilty rogue, ſneak out of doors, 
Unbutton'd and bare: foot, to ſhun the ſhame,” 
And ſave my purſe, my bones, or elſe my fame. 
Tis ſad, aſk Fabius elſe, to be ſurpriz'd. 
= CREECH» 


& 2 1 
* 7 1 
p 8 4 . - — — 
9 L 
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. Pulſa domus . reſonet; væ pallida leo. 
Deſiliat mulier, miſeram ſe conſcia clamec 
Cruribus hæc metuat, doti deprenſi, egomet mi. 
Diſcincta tunica fugiendum eſt, ac pede nudo, 
Ne nummi pereant, aut pyga, aut denique fama. 
Deprandi miſerum ef: Fabio vel judice, vincam. 


| | = 
Hos, . Sat. 2. v. 127. 


How- 


0 * 
1 


* 


Methinks, ſaid he, I lead a moral life, 


No; but wich actreſfes, and whores— 


Verum eſt cum mimis et cum meretricibus 


However our Poet, in this very 
fatire, points out the evils men 
fall into by an illicit commerce 
even with fingle women; : 


As once Marſæus, whom a jilting whore, 


An actreſs has undone, and made him poor. 
I never meddle with another's wife; 


" CREECH. * 


—_— 


„ 


Jun 1 1 ; onal 1 
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* Ut quondam Marſæus amator Originis ile, 
Qui patrium mimæ donat fundumque, laremque, 


Nil fuerit m?, inquit, cum uxoribus. unquam alienis, 


| Hor, 2, Sat. 2. v. 65. 
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SECTION v. 


M: 927% 70 the innocent and the 
1 mured. | * 


"ERE the evil conſequences 
of Adultery to fall on the 
head of the. Adulterer only, it 
would be no great matter: but 
ſometimes they fall on the head of 
the innocent, nay, even of the 
injured perſon. Hiſtory, ſacred 
and profane, will furniſh us with 
examples of this fort, | 


oe Ni, a young man, virtu- 
ous in himſelf, and faithful to his 


* 


1 5 maſter, 


[183-1 


maſter, was for his refuſal to gra- | 
tify the inclinations of his maſ- 
ter's wife, caſt into priſon: and 
had not Providence interfered for 


the preſervation of himſelf and of 


Iſrael, would, in all probability, 


have been put to death. 


* Uriah was guilty of no other 


fault than of having a beautifut 
wife. Vet on that very account 
he was expos'd to the heat of the 
battle, and flain by the order of 


his maſter, who had before taken 


her from him, and wanted her 


wholly to himſell. 


8 A 2 
ll 


42 Sam. xi. 2, &c. 


Hip- 


151535 
Hippolytus not liſtening to his 


mother-in-law's ſolicitations to 
commit Adultery and Inceſt with | 


her, was, through her means, 
brought to an untimely death. 


| Bellerophon would not comply 
with the defire of Sthenobcea, the 
wife of Pretus, to break the laws 
of hoſpitality, by ag adulterous in- 
tercourle with her. She therefore 3 


accuſed him to her huſband of an 


attempt upon her perfon, and had 
him expoſed to great trials which 


he narrowly eſcaped. 


Ovid makes Hippolytus tell his 
own ſtory 1n theſe lines, | 


* 


Ouce 


« a * 5 
5 IS + 
wy * 

4 . 


She 


On 


The 


Fit] 
Or 
My 
Ant 


1 85 

| * Once Phedra, when in yain 
She tempted me my father's bed to flair, 
On me this karre aetifhtion threw, 
That I would that which me herſelf would oz 
Either through fear of a diſcovery, 
Or through a . 00 woman's enmity z 
My father drave me guiltleſs out of town, 


And a | foe” 5 curſe upon my head brought down. 


And Apollodorus 82 thus re- — 
counted the ſtory of Bellerophon. | 


5 Me Paſiphasia quondam 
Tentatum fruſtra patrium temerare cubile, 

|" Qued voluit, bit voluiſſe, et crimine verſo, 
n metu mag 4; ockenſave epalte 
""Arguit ; ; immeritumg ae pater projectt ab rde 


Hoſtilique caput prece eeteda tur euntis. 


2 5 5. Ovip Met, X%, Fab. 45 
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| Bellerophon®, the ſon of Gl aucus, 


coming to Prœtus, in Argos, his 
wife Sthenobcea, fell in love with 
him, and made him overtures of 
copulation. But he refuſing it, 
| ſhe told Prœtus that Bellerophon 
had tampered with her to debauch 

her. 
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her. Prœtus believing it gave him 

a letter to carry to Tobates, his 
wife's father, wherein it was writ- | 
ten to put Bellerophon to death. 
lobates having receiv'd it, order'd 
bim to kill the Chimera, think- 
ing he would be deſtroy d by the 
—— . 3 


But Juni hints at the caſes 
of both the laſt Heroes in virtue, 
when he. argues with a Mother, 
whom he ſuppoſes to aſſert, that 
a chaſte young man runs no hazard 
from his perſon. ME 


- * - * 
_ Saad. ** _— G CY — 
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1 Did! it not coſt the modeſt n his tife, 


»* 


Who munn'd tlembraces of his father” 3 wiſe ? 


And was not bother ſtripling forc'd to fly,) 


Who coldly did his patron's queen deny, 
And pleadett laws of hoſpitality. 7 - 
The ladies charg'd them home, and turn'd the 
tale; | F 1 e 

With ſhame they redd'ned, and with ſpite 


grew pale. 
"Tis dang*rous to deny the longing dame, 
H er hatred's fierceſt when ſpurr'd on by ſhame, 
4 E 1% > £22 Dar. 


. Quid profuit eim 
Hippolyto grave propoſitum ? quid Bellerophonti? 
Erubuit nempe hæe, ceu faſtidita repulſa: = 
Nec Schenobœa minus quam Creſſa excanduit, et ſe 
Concuſſere ambæ. Mulier ſæviſſima tunc "WE 
Cum ſtimulos odio pudor admovet. 2 


7 Juv. Sat. x. v. 324. 


Our 


[ 189 ] 
Our Poet goes on and deſcribes 
the fatal dilemma of Silius, whom 


Meſſalina, the Emperor Clau- 
dius's wife, reſolv d to matry ; 


* Now Silius wants thy counſel, give advice: 
Wed Cæſur's wife, or die; the choice is nice. 


Her 


| * Elige . ; 
Suadendum eſſe putes, cui nubere Cæſaris uxor 
Deſtinat: optimus hic et folmadifinus idem 
Gentis Patriciæ rapitur miſer extinguendus 
| Meſſalinz oculis. 
Quid placeat, dic : 
Ni n vor pereundum eſt ante lucerras: ; 
Si ſcelus admittas, dabitur mora parvula, dum res 
Nota urbi et populo, contingat principis aures, 
| Dede ille domũs ſciet ultimus . 05 tu 
Obſequere imperio, ſi tanti eſt vita Ae 


Pau- 
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Her comet-eyes ſhe darts on evry grace, 
And takes a fatal liking to his face. * 
In this moot caſe your judgment : to refuſe 
Is preſent death, beſides the night you loſe. 
| If you conſent, *tis hardly worth your pain, 
A day or two of anxious life you gain : 
Till loud reports through all the town have paſt, 
And reach the prince, for cuckolds hear the laſt, 
Indulge thy pleaſure, rus and take thy 

ſwing, | 
For not to take, is but the felf-fame thing, 
Inevitable death before thee hes; 
But looks more kindly through alady's eyes. 


DRrp E N 7 In g 

5 theſe exam re I alias here * 

mn 3 of 1 
8 melius leviuſque /putaris, | bh 
Prebenda eſt gladio pulchra hc et eandida cervix. * 


Jvy, Sat, X. V. 329. 


ſubjoin 


1911 
ſubjoin another which happen'd 
in the reign of James the firſt, re- 
lated by Wilſon a 1 
hiſtorian. | 1 
e Sir Thomas Overbury was not 
only the Counſellor of Carr Viſ- 
count Rocheſter, the King's Fa- 
vourite, but was the maſter of his 
ſecrets. However he oppos d Carr's 
intentions of marriage with the 


Counteſs of Eſſex, as an infamous | 


action while her huſband was liv- 
ing, from whom ſhe had been di- 
vorc'd through a falſe pretence 
of impotency. - This enrag'd Carr, 


* „ 
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* Wilſon. Life of James the firſt. 
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And drew on Overbury all the 
N malice of an exaſperated woman. 


A plot therefore was laid to de- 


ſtroy him. By Carr's public re- 
t commendation of him to, the King 
he was appointed, an ambaſſador : 
5 which office he had been adviſed 
to accept, and was, afterward: 
7 preſſed by bis. Patron to refuſe. 
This was done; but Carr incenſel 
the King againſt Overbury for 
this very refufal: 5 which open d 
=; way for him to the Tower, a a 
place. of privacy, and] proper for the 
1 practice of poiſon : which was at 
laſt compleated by the means of 
4 Mrs. Turner and her accompli- 
Ces, and with the 4 of Sir 
12 Jervis 
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Jervis. Ellowis, Warden of the 


* 


Tower.” 


Beſides theſe ſeveral examples 
which have been common to all 


ages, it affords matter of no ſmall 
concern to reflect, that number- 


leſs have been the deaths of huſ- 


bands by the hands of Adulterers, 
 fince duelling came into faſhion. 


It 18 certainly a moſt egregious 


folly in a man thus injur d to put 


his life upon an equal lay with 


the villain's who has injur'd him, 
and to give him an opportunity of 
injuring him a ſecond time. The 


beſt plea he can make, i is, that the 


law has not | provided a ſatisfaction 


K pro- 
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| proportionate. to the. ry 10 
that he is under a neceſſity of de- 
manding it himſelf, to the hazard 
of his own perſon. However weak 
this plea may be, yet what a pity 
is it that many a brave man ſhall 
be loſt to a nation through a 
punctilio of honour, from a defect 
of the law in · this particular! 


SECTION VI. 
Miſehie A to whole Nati ons. 


\ROM what has been  faid 
hitherto in this Chapter, we 

may - perceive how extenſive the 
55 miſchief is is of this diabolical crime. 
It 


[195] - 


It reaches not only him who com- 


mits it, but alſo him who refuſes to 


commit it; and him who adviſes 
not to commit it; and him towhoſe 
wrong it has been committed. 
But it did not always ſtop at in- 
dividuals: it Was ſometimes tranſ- 
fer d to whole Nations, as Ho- 
race obſerves: 83 


The woes, 
Which various and unnumber'd 1. | 
— 1 1 "BY. | 
| Hoc fonte derivata clades 5 by 


In patriam populumque floxit, ; 
| Hon, . Od, 6.9. 19+ 
„ ee From 
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From this polluted fountain-head, 


O'er Revhe and oer the nations Mo ſpread. 


f . 
? PH "ET 5 
|  Francrs, 
| A 
L © 15 : . 1 44 a , x 7 55 


* We have an anobuNe "Levi, 
Homer, who' is reputed to be'the 

earlieſt Heathen writer extant,” that 
3 Adultery Was the cauſe of a long 
continued war between the Gre- 
cians and Trojans, which ended 
in the deſtruction of Priam, his 
| Family,. -and his Kingdom. Ho- 
race, the Poet juſt now quoted, 
ſpeaks of this cataſtrophe in a 
prophetic ſtrain, applyin g bim- 
ſelf to Paris, as it were in the 
1 of Nereus. 
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2 * Hom, lad. 
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3 * Thou cartieſt — * 
Tine own, 6 i. and country” doom: 
Whom Greeks ſhall fetch again 
Wich all their force ; and all combine 
| To break that wicked match of thine, 
{ang Priam's ancient eise 7 yo 


: 


Cage. 
0 again, 19 
= Achilles” * with * ar : 
| Veagefu wen the fatal 0 * 
3 ? Ws 
C Mala bas avi domur, =, 
de multo repetet Gracia milite, | 
a _ | Conjurata tuas rumpere nuptias, 
b ; | : Hon. I. oa. 15. *. 
| + Iracunda diem proferet e, canes . 


Nee hes Phiygum © clafſis Achille, 


| { 198 bl 
Bot whenten rollfiig years expire, SIC 


Thy? T 5 mall cara in Grecian fre. 
1 | Faaweis. 


4 
* 


This crime 3 a . 

x Revolution in the Roman State. 
The Story i is ſo intereſting i in this 
libidinous Age and Nation, that 1 
hope the Reader will excuſe its 
— * enden tae ee was 
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Per certas hyemes yret Achaicus 
Thais Niacas domos, | 


o 
34534 124 
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=] Ing 4. 7 e T arquinium 
= Wan libido Lucretiæ per vim ſtu- 
| prandæ cepit. Tum forma tum ſpec- 


| "rata caſtitas incitat—Inſfv0 Collatino - 
cum 
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poſteſs'd with an evil defire of ra- 
- viſhing Lucretia. Both her beau- 
ty and her approv'd virtue ſpurr'd 
him on. - Unknown to Collatinus, 
with one attendant he came to 
Collatium: where being kindly 
1 them who were 
"ww of his deſign, when after 
| ,vup» 


u cum camite uno Collatium v. venĩt: ods 
* exceptus benigne ab ignaris conſilij, 
quum poſt cœnam in hoſpitale cubi- 
culum deductus eſſet, amore ardens, 
poſtquam ſatis omnia tuta circa, ſopi- 
tique omnes videbantur, ſtricto gladio 
ad dormientem Lucretiam venit, ſiniſtrà 
manu mulieris pectore oppreſſo, Tace, 
Tucretia, inquit, Sextus T arquintus ſum * * 
ferrum in manu. eſt; moriers ii emiſeri 
eee e enen 
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supper he was led to te bed- 
chamber ſet apart for Viſitors, burn- 


ing with luſt; 3 as ſoon as all things 
around appear d fafe enough, and all 
the Houſe faſt alleep, hecame with 
his ſword drawn to Lucretia as 
ſhe was lleeping: and prefling 
down Her ſtomach with mln left 
hand, 


$6.4 5540 2 13 . 
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nullam opem, prope. mortem immi-. 


nentem videret; tum Tarquinius fa- 


teri amorem, orare, miſcere precibus 


minas, verſare in omnes partes mu- 
liebrem animum. Ubi obſtinatam vi- 
debat, et ne mortis quidem metu in- 
clinari, addit ad metum dedecus: cum 
mortua jugulatum ſervum nudum po- 
| fiturum ait, ut in ſordido adulterio ne- 
cata dicatur. Quo terrore quum vi- 
ciſſet obſtinatam pudicitiam velut vie- 
DE ; 1 trix 


. 1 
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hand, ſaid, Hold your tongue, * | 
cretia, 1 am Sextus T. arquiniud * 4 
ford . is in my. hand ; % die i 
au; cry out. When the Woman 
frightened out of her ſleep, ſaw no 
| help, and death hanging over her, 


then Tarquinius confeſs 'd his love, 
prayed, ; 


jay 


—˙ m 


trix libido, profectuſque inde Tar- 
quinius ferox expugnato decore mu- 
liebri eſſet, Lucretia mæſta tanto malo, 

nuncium Roman eundum ad patrem, 
Ardeamque ad virum mittit, ut cum 
ſingulis fidelibus amicis Veniant: 25 ita 
facto, maturatoque opus eſſe; rem 
atrocem incidiſſe. Sp. T:udieris cum 
P. Valerio Voleſi filio, Collatinus cum 
L. Junio Bruto venit, cum quo forte 


Romam rediens ab nuncio uxoris erat . 
* 0 85 a K 5 ul a, >; . *con- q 
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prayed, mingled threats with in- 
treaties, and winded every way 
her female heart. When he found 
her reſolved, and not to be bent 
even by the fear of death, to fear 
he added ſhame. He ſaid he would 
put a naked Slave with his throat 


cut 
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conventus. Lucretiam ſedentem mæſ- 
tam in cubiculo inveniunt. Adventu 


ſuorum lachrymæ obortæ: quærenti- 
que viro ſatiſne ſavæ? Minime, inquit, 
quid enim ſalvi eſt mulieri amiſa pu- 
gicitia? Veſtigia viri alieni, Collatine, 
in lefto ſunt tuo. Cæterum corpus eft 
tantum violatum, animus eſt inſons. Mors 
teſtis erit. Sed date dextras fidemque 
baud impune adultero fore. Sextus et 
"Farquinius qui boſtis pro boſpite priore 
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cut by the ſide of her dead - body, 
that it might be reported ſhe was 
Killed in bose adukery. By the 
terror of which, when victorious 
luſt had as it were overcome ſtub- 
born Chaſtity, and Tarquinius had 

| . departed thence, proud of having 
:ſubdued a woman s honour, Lu- 
_ cretia griev'd at ſuch an outrage, 
Hat; a weſlenger to her Father at 


4 ee. Rome, 
; canto i; A | 
b | 
v note vi armatus be en . ws 
„ viri eſtis, peſtiferum binc abſtulit gan- 
ft dium. Dant ordine omnes fidem: 
5 conſolantur ægram animi, avertendo 
te noxam ab coacta in auctorem delicti, 
ſt mentem peccare; non corpus: et unde 
be conſilium abfuerit, culpam abeſſe. Vos, 
76 N daguit, viderelis quid illi debeatur : ego me, 


K 6 aft 
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Rome, and to her Hu 
Ardea; ; that they ſhould 
each with a truſty friend, inti- 
mating there was need of it, and 


that foon, for that a horrid affair 


had fallen out. Spurius Lucretius 


came with Publius Valerius the 
fon of Voleſus, and Collatinus 


with Lucius Junius Brutus, along 


with whom Can | to Nt; 


. 
jy" Hy 


5 
* 
— 


ell peccato abſolvo, ſuphlicio non libero; 
nec ulla deinde impudica Lucretiæ ex- 
emplo viuet. Cultrum, quem ſub veſte 
abditum habebat, eum in corde defi- 


git: prolapſaque in vulnus moribun- 
da e ae. vir e, 


1 "as uns res" — eu 


A R 
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be was met by his wife's mer⸗ 


ſenger. They found Lucretia fit- 


ting in her chamber forrowful. 
At the arrival of her friends ſhe | 


burſt out into tears: and her. buſ- 


band aſking her- if all was ſafe, | 


ſhe anſwered, No for what can be 
fafe to a woman who has 22 her 
virtue? Collatine, the footfleps. of 


a ranger are in your bed. How- 


ever my body a alone is polluted, my 
Fi 


* 


„ 


— 


1 


trum ex vulnere Lucretiæ extractum 
manantem cruore præ ſe tenens, Per 
lune, inquit,  caſtiſſimum ante regiam in. 
juriam ſanguinem juro, voſque, Dijy 

teſtes facio, me, Tarquinium Superbum, 
cum ſcelerata coni ge, et omni liberorum 


1 ferro, gui, Ae hinc vi 
pelſim, 
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wetneſs. But give me your hangs 
and word, that the  Adulterer ſhall 
Targuinius, aubo, as an eneny inſtead 
of a gueſt, ły main force carried 

hence à joy fatal to me, and to 


Vinſelf if 3e be men. They all in 


order gave ic word; oralarted 


4 % at ""—_— ; 
# 4 L =_ * o 5 4 fs A * 


yas _——— 


my 


polſim, exſeguuturum; nec illos, net alium 


guenguam regnare Rome paſſurum. Cul- 
trum deinde Collatino tradit, inde Lu- 
cretio ac Valerio ſtupentibus miraculo 
rei, unde novum in Bruti pectore ip- 

genium. Ur præceptum erat, jurant, 
totique ab luctu verſi in iram, Brutum 
jam inde ad expugnandum regem vo- 
cantem ſequuntur ducem. 125 


* 2 N 4 122 3 * | ; 
e fr Om 


7 
— 
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from her who was forc'd, on the 
Author of the crime; for that it 
is the ſoul which fins, not the 


body; and Where is no deſign, 


there is no fault. Don, replied 
ſhe, may loaꝶ 10 it as to what be 
Aeſerues. I, though I clear myſelf ., 


— nor hall ary Hril- 
Juted ꝛccman bencgforth live by the 


example of Lucretia. Then ſhe 


plunged into Her heart a knife 


| the had hid under her garment: 


and falling upon the wound ſhe 
drop'd down dead. Her huſband 


and her father ned out . 


„ e eee were 00 
o with lamentation, holding up 
* before 
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before him the knife he had drawn 
from Lucretia 8 wound, all wet 
with gore, ſaid, By this bloed. im- | 


maculate before the royal abuſe of it, 


1 ſwear, and you, O ye Goas, 1 
call ta witneſs, that I will purſue 
whe proud Tarquin, with his accurſed | 
af, and their whole race of chile 


dren, by fword and fire, and what- 
ever power I can; nor wilt I ſuf- 


fer them or any other to reign at 
Rome. Then he delivered the knife i 
to Collatinus, afterwards to Lu- 
eretius and Valerius, who were 
aſtoniſhed at the ſtrangeneſs of the 
thing; whence this new ſpirit aroſe. 
in the breaſt of Brutus. They 
ſware, as was directed, and all of 


them 


* 
32 
1 % 
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them being turned from motirn- 
ing into fury, from thence follow | 
ed Brutus their leader, inviting . 
them to drive out the king. The 
conſequence of all was that this 
act of royal adultery proved the 
downfal of the Kingly | rag at | 
Rome. - 20: | 


But 10 ew farther how miſ- 
chievous the inſolence of luſt, 
even in the great, ſometimes 
proves to whole Nations, I ſhall 
bring t vo inſtances of later date, 
where government, if it were not 
changed as to its form, yet fell 
1 into = hands of Fn 


gers. | N 
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* 


In the time of Roderic, King 
of Spain, who came to the crown 
in oppoſition to the ſons of Vitiza 
_ the edi king, che diftrict 
of Topgias: was in the poſſeſſion of 

Spain. This diſtrict had been 
- made a province to Spain by the 
Emperor Conſtantine, and conti- 
nued under the Spaniards, after 
they had -expelled the Romans. 
Julianus was governor of it un- 
der Roderie: but had been en- 
ged in the intereſt of Vitiza's 
ſons, who laid claim to the crown 
by the right of ſucceffion. Rode- 


©, ® Heylin, Coſmog. 249. 
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ric ſent Julianus in an embaſſy to 
the Moors, and taking advantage 


of his abſence, debauched Cava, his 


daughter, ſome ſay his wife, upon 
the preſum ption of which, chiefly, 
I inſert this piece of hiſtory. This 
treacherous act raiſed ſuch indig- 
nation in Julianus, that having 
Moors, he excited them to come 
over into Spain. They, under the 
conduct of Muſa and Tariffe, came, 


conquered, and reduced that pro- 


vince under the Mahometan em- 


There is an occurrence of the 


like ſort mentioned. in | the hiſtory 
EY of 
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of Ireland. * Dermot Mac Murgh I tert 
one of the Iriſh Pen tarchie, Having Gn 

ſtolen away the wife of 'Rhoderic | 

Conner, king of Connaught, raiſed I aft. 

in Rhoderic a deſire of revenge. En 
Dermot was purſued fo cloſely as lan 
to be obliged to flee from place M + 
.to place, and at laſt to quit hi: 
kingdom: for his vices had unſet- MY 
tled his ſubjects in their affeRions IM + 
towards him. Thus deſpairing of WW + 
aid from home, his laſt delibera- . 
tions were to draw in foreign aid. 
"Accordingly Robert Fitzſtephen, 

with a competent number of ſol- 

diers, landed in Ireland, took Wa- 


— 
Wü Cann — * 2 


* Speed, Hiſt, P. 472. $ 4M 
terford, 
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terford, and facrificed the inhabi- 
tants that were in arms to the fury 
of | Der mot. The event was, that 
after the conqueſt of Dublin the 
e. Engliſh were eſtabliſhed in Ire- 
» land. = N 
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ON DIVORCE. 


FTER all the puniſhinen: 
inflicted on Adulterers, even 
death itſelf, the Party injur'd might [Ys 
not have receiv'd full ſatisfaction, 
For if the Adultereſs remain'd 
alive, ſhe might ſtill be falſe to p 


her huſband's bed, though not by 
5 with the firſt, yet with a ſecond 5 0 


| and a third: the bare apprehen- 
ſion of which might create in him 
no ame uneaſineſs. Divorce there- 
2 fore 
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fore was a very ſeaſonable remedy 


in ſuch a caſe. 


Its Defonition. 


Ivorce was a Diſſolution of 
Marriage according to the 


meaning of the Ancients. And 
though Divortium and Repudium 


in the Latin Tongue are ſtrictly 


ſpeaking different in law, yet they 
are often uſed indiſcriminately in 


n 


| Me. HT . * Di- 


wally 
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inter 
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tually married: Repudium be- 
tween Perſons only betroth'd. If 
the Huſband divorces his wife, it 
is called, A Putting away; if the 
wife her huſband, it Is called, A 
n 
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SECTION IL, 
To whom allowed. 


M ONG the Jews a pow- 


er of divorcing was not al- 


7 Jowed to women. * Salome, the 
| i | wife 


— 


F 
343 


inter virum et uxorem fieri dicitur. 
Repudium vero ſponſe remitti vide- 
tur: quod et in uxoris — ab- 
ſurde cadit. | 

* Joſeph. Antiq. Judaic, xv. c. 7. 8 


10. 


with of n Was the firſt 


who uſurped that power, contrary 
to ancient cuſtom. Neither would 


the Greeks, at the beginning, al- 
low it. Fhis Euripides gives us 


a hint of in his Medea, whom he 


brings in thus complaining; 


Of all that live and have a thinking mind, 


The moſt unhappy; ſure, is woman- kind. 
. We 


42 
* - * - - - 
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We buy a huſband with an amp le dower, 
And to a Vrant ſell our 1 0 
But of this ill that trial i is the worſt, 

If in our choice we happen to be curſt. 

For good or bad he muſt our lord remain, 


Divorce in women is a wofl al frain, | 


Even among. the Romans, at 
firſt, women were forbidden to 
divorce themſelves. For * Romulus 

made 


At i pals Fee vital ITE. 
Tlogiy piaolaiy q Y TE Want; 

AaCiv. xax3 yap Te3 Ir akyiov xauey, 
Kay 75 ayay tabyigog 5 naxdy N 

H: ypngove & yap euνE,ñ- amanuayal 
Tuvaiti, E toy At. mow. 


Eu RIP. Medea. v. 230. 
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made a law [which Photirch thinks 
a very ſevere one] ' forbidding a 
wife to divorce herſelf from her 
huſband, Plautus brings in a wo- 
man charging the 1 men with groſs 
partiality ; 


* Troth; when compar'd to men poor women 
ar Th. | 


Under a law both cruel and unfair, 


= 8 2 1 


* 


auch Tus wv 00e iy eq - 
vc un 4 obs & ro as 2 


* ZEcaſtor lege dura vivunt mulieres 
Multoque iniquiore, miſerz quam viri. 
Nam ſi vir ſcortum duxit,clam uxorem ſuam, 
Id fi reſcivit uxor, impune eſt viro: 
Uxor viro fi clam egreſſa eſt foras, 
Viro fit cauſa, exigitur matrimonio, 
PrAauvt, Mercat. iv. 6. 


12 A hyſband 
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A huſband keeps a wench ; if he be caught 
By his good wife, that action goes for "monght. 


If ſhe unknown to him but lep abroad, 
A fuit's chnment d, divorce muſt be che nd | 


However in later times, eſpeci- 

ally at Rome, divorce was allow- 
able to women. This we may 
learn from a padege of J —— 


"I often ſtopp'd her going "to forſake 5 
Thee, her firſt huſband, and e e whe. 
To ſign new tables and the old ones break. 


Quoque ſugientem ſæpe pucllam 
Amplexu rapui ; tabulas fregerat, et jam 


Signabat. 988 . 
; Juv. Sat. ix. 74. 
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And from one of Martial ; 


On neu- year 's day, you, Proculeia, leave 


Four old man, and his own you bid Bank have. 
And 3 another in Plautus; 


| Ave, Farewel, keep your own * re- 


| Nore me mine. 


- E 
8 —_— — e r re ts At. 4 


N Menſe novo Jani, veterem, Proculeja, maritum 
. atque jubes res fibi habere ſuas. | 
| Manx. xX. Ep. 41. 
5 Azz, Valeas, Abi habeas res tuas, | 
Redde mear, | ä 
PrAur. Amph. iii. 2. 47. 
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SECTION III. 
Weid DOME! Ae 


MONG the Jews the me- 
thod of the huſband's di- 

vorcing his wife was by giving 
her a bill of divorce: the form of 
which bill is to be found in Sel- 
den's works, who has tranſlated it 
out of the original into Latin, 
whereof I ſhall give an abſtract. 
* IN. &c. of mine own accord, 
and 


— — 


1 2 — — 


1 geld. Uror Hebraica. ii. 24. Ego 
N. &c. uitro, atque ex animi ſenten- 
tia, et ſine coactione dimitto, relin- 
quo, repudio te N. &c. quæ antea 
ugg in hoc eee uxor mea 
2 fuiſti: 
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and by the reſolution of mine own 
mind, a and without compulſion, 
diſmiſs, relinquiſh, and divorce 
thee, N, &. who haſt been hi- 
| therto my wife: ſo chat thou may- 
elt be ſree ; and that thou mayeſt 
have power to depart, and to marry 
homſpever thou wilt, &c. 


Among the Romans the method 
of the huſband” s divorcing the wife 
as this, * F irſt ſeven citizens of 

: | ripe 


PO * 


a. 


— — 


fuiſti: adeo ut ſis libera, et tibi ſit 
poteſtas abcundi, « et e velis 
nubendi. i | 


* Pitiſe. 1. ix. F. de ere. Lege 
| Julia nullum ratum eſt, niſi ſeptem ci- 
L4 Vitus 
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ripe age were to be preſent. * Then 


was pronounced this form of words, 5 


Take your own effects to your ſelf. 
+ Then the wife was commanded 


to deliver up the keys ſhe received 


at the beginning of the e 
and was turnad out of doors. 


vibus Romanis puberibus Tdhicie 


preter libertum ejus qui divwortium 


faciet. 


k „ Fragin. xi xii. Tab. $ 46. 4 fals 


privato. Ut ſic conjugibus alter al- 
teri nuntium mitteret, eumque ſuas 


res bi habere VAR, agg a el- 


41 {fs 


"+ Vita 8. Adulbert, in 12. Tab. 


Si vir ab uxore Airortit ei eres adi - 


mito. A | | 
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Part of this A Javenat : at- 
teſts oy pong words; * 
Db „Then ſhall the Freedman fay, 
Go re 50 ue ſmall bundles, and away. 
GER 


* 4 Martial by theſe; 8 


— 


1 Wiſe, g get you gone, or rell think kit 


: iti 


T0 all my manners to ſabmit. 


- 


And Plautus by theſe in his Ca- 
dna 


1 colli ge farcinulas, Libertus dicet, et abi. 
Jo V. Sat. vi. v. 143+ : 
2 Vxor, vads foras, aut nioribus vere nofis; © | 
; MART. xi. Ep. 105» 411. 


L 5 + Mo. 
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n Mov. Thou foot, always beware 
of | this ſpeech from thy huſband. 
Cr. What ſpeech? My. Out of 


doors, wife. | 


The method of the wife's di- 
vorcing herſelf from her huſband 
was in effect the ſame, as may be 
ſeen in the paſſages juſt now quot- 
ed. But at Athens ſhe was to ap- 
pear before the Archon, and de- 
clare her reaſons for it. This may 
be proved from the en ſtory 
in Plutarch. 


+ Mu. Infipiens, ſemper tu huic verbo vitato 
Abs tuo viro. CL, Cui verbo? Ma. Foras, mulier. | | 


PLAUT, Caſina. ii. 2. 


Hip- 
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_* Hipparete, ; the wife of Alci- 
biades, a woman modeſt in herſelf, 
and fond of her huſband, but griev- 
ed, that during their marriage, he 
kept company with lewd women, 
both ſtrangers and citizens, de- 
parted out of his houſe, and lived 
with her brother. Alcibiades not 
heeding it, but ſtill indulging him- 
ſelf, ſhe was obliged to lay writings 


1 * 8 — 4 


e * 


Plat. in Alcibiade. FuraxTos S'eox 
28 ea, ge, 7 Terragern. Aue 
u aurs3 reg Fo va ET L1gaLis 
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of divorce before the Archon, not 


* proxy, but 70 ban in NO” 


The remainder of this Airy | 
(though not altogether to my pre- 


ſent purpoſe) is ſo entertaining 


that I cannot forbear reciting it. 
* While therefore ſhe appeared go- 


ing to do this, according to law, 
Alcibiades came upen her, and 
ſnatching her up, went away, and 


brought her home through the fo- 


o , 


—— 
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rum, no one daring to oppoſe him, 
or to take her from him : and ſhe 
continued with him till her death. 
For we may ſuppoſe this act of 
violence was very pleaſing to her: 
it being a teſtimony, that notwith- 
ſtanding his former infidelity, ſhe 
was not ſo indifferent to him, as 
the had imagined. = TH 


— 


lu. 
— — — 
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SECTION IV. 


_ 


A Family Act. 


"ROM what has been ad- 
vanced hitherto, it is plain 
thatdivorce was formerlyana& done 
by the huſband, and not by the ma- 
dhe hoe oe I 
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giſtrate ; which I think was hardly 
agreeable to ſound policy. For it 
was making the fame, perſon both 


Judge and party, in a cauſe of the 


utmoſt importance, not. only to 
families, but even to the ſtate. A 
ſte is one great family made up 
of many ſmall ones: if theſe, by 
frequent and improper divorces, be 
diſſolved, that muſt neceſſarily be 
weakened. Therefore it is fit the 
public ſhould take cognizance of 
| divorces, if it were only that the 
public may receive no detriment. 


The pretence of private divorce, 
was, I ſuppoſe, that the vices, fol- 
lies, blemiſhes, and infirmities of 
the parties concerned might not 
be 
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be expoſed by licentious tongues 
in a court of juſtice; and that it 
was a kindneſs done to the divorc- 
ed to have them hidden from the 
world. But what is the being even 
juſtly expoſed to the being wron 8 
fully turned out of doors? Not to 
mention that the world is apt to 
think worſe of any thing if it be 
bidden, than it appears to be if it 
be diſcovered. A public triab of- 
ten clears up a good character when 
under a cloud, and ſeldom repre- 
ſents a bad one worfe than i it de- 
ſerves. 


Though divorce was in a man- 
ner arbitrary, yet in moſt caſes a 
woman divorced might ſue for her 
alimony, 


[ 232 1 
alimony, if refuſed her by her huſ- 
band. * Romulus allowed a man 
to caſt off his wife for poiſoning 
his children; or for counterfeiting 


his keys; or for committing adul- 
tery: but if he put her awa) for ; 


any other cauſe, a part of ant dub 
ee was to be A e her.” 145)» HO 
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| : Is frequency. 


woxer, like Adultery, 
LY was at. the beginning. of 
the Roman People very uncom- 


mon. We are aſſur'd by many, 
that till about five hundred years 


after Rome was built, no man 
preſum d to divorce his wife, nor 
woman her huſband. But when 
once an example of it was intro- 
duced, then it ruſhed in like a 
torrent. For afterwards Divorces 


were ſo frequent, not only of men, 


but even of women, that ſome- 
times they would have a huſband 
for 


[ 234 3 
for a few days, and then marry 
another. I have the teſtimony 
both of Juvenal and Martial to 
prove this eſſertion. So Ju- 
venal ; 
* « Thus the She-tyrant reigns; till Pteas'd 
8 with chan ge, | 
Her wild affections to new empires range : | 
Another Subj ect-huſband ſhe dente, | 
Divorc'd from him ſhe to the firſt retires, ; 


\ 


L f * * Abl 
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_ * Imperat ergo viro: ſed mox hec regna relinquit, 
Permutatque domos, et flammea conterit ; inde 
Avolat, et ſpreti repetit veſtigia lei, 
1 pauld ants fores, pendentia Unguie 
; Vela domũs, et adhuc virides in limine ramos, | 
Sic creſcit numerus; fic fiunt octo mariti 
Quinque per autumnos, 


oy 5 | Joy, Sat. vi. v. 223. 


While 


So 
In 
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While the laſt Wedding-feaſt is ſcarcely o'er, 
And garlands hang yet err upon the door: 
So fill the reck' ning riſes; and appears 


In total fm eight huſbands in hve rar. 


DRTDEN. 


And ſo Martial; 


2 F auſtinus, ſince the Julian Act reviv'd; 
And Modeſty by law in houſes liv'd ; 
Within the ſpace of thirty days were led 
Ten huſbands gay to Theleſina's bed. 


_ a 


Julia lex populis, ex quo, Fauſtine, renata eſt, 
Atque ſure domos juſſa Pudicitia eſt, 
Aut minus, aut certe non plus, triceſſima lux eſt, 
Et nubit decimo jam Theleſina viro. 
Quæ nubit toties, non nubit, adultera lege eſt; 
Offendor mecha ſimpliciore minus. 


Man r. vi. Ep. 7. 


— 


— —— — — — 


r ²˙ rr RY 


— 9 en — 
— — — — * —— — 
— . ͤůͤͤ ⅛ ³¹òàẼ —— 
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So oft who marries, marries not at all? 
A legal Proflitute we her may call: 

Fe or of a Proſtitute ſhe leads the life ; N 


A decent whore i is chaſte to ſuch a wiſe 576 


That which endes d this prac- 


tice more general, was the Ex- 
ample of the Ladies of condition 
at Rome, and drew this ſevere 


Satire upon the Sex. * Does 


any woman now bluſh at a Di- 
| vorce, when ſome "Woſtrious and 


» 
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wed 


* Senec, de Benef. iii, c. 16. Nun- 


quid jam ulla repudio erubeſcit, poſt- 


uam illuſtres quzdam ac nobiles fœ- 
minæ, non, conſulum numero ſed ma- 
ritorum annos ſuos computant ? et 
exeunt matrimonij cauſa, nubunt re- 
pudy £4 
noble 


7 
noble women compute their own 
years not by the number of Con- 
ſuls, but of their huſbands? and 


divorce themſelves for the ſake of 


marriage; and marry for the fake 
of divorce ? 5 #1 


1 


Nor were the men of 3 
rank at Rome leſs faulty in this 
particular. For inſtance, * Caligu- 
la not only made a ſhameful prac- 
tice of divorcing his own wives, 
but through a plenitude of power 


* Suet. Calig. xxv. Matrimonia 
contraxerit turpius, an dimiſerit, an 
tenuerit, non el facile difcernere. 


2 + < du 
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+ „ ſent a divorce to ſome in the 
name of their abſent huſbands, and 
order'd it to be publickly record- 


ed.“ 


It was by no means to the ho- 
nour of Mæcenas that he was 
taxed with divorcing the ſame wif: 
three times, and three times tak- 
ing her back again. Inſomuch, 
that Seneca writing to Lucilins 
faid by way of hyperbole ; # Do 


— _ 


a 


+ Ibid. xxxvi. Quibuſdam abſenti- 
um maritorum nomine repudium pic 
he Juſſirque1 in Acta referri. 


— 


9 8 Senec. ad Lucil. Epiſt. Non tibi 
occurret, Hunc eſſe, qui uxorem mil- 
lies duxit, cum unam habuerit ? 


„ 


71 


ft 


| 
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you remember this is He who mar- 
nd did a thouſand times, when be had 
V one wege, 


— 


DSi DH Cauſes. 


Ir we take even but Aa ſight. 
view of the cauſes of divorce, 


7 we ſhall no longer wonder at its 
{2 frequency. 

1 ie | | 

e \ The Jews put away their wives 
Vor every cauſe, and grounded 
F this 


Mat. xix. 3. 
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this practice ꝗ upon a ſaying of 
Moſes to that purpoſe. But Chriſt, 
the beſt Interpreter of the Say- 
ings of Mofes, alledg'd. that this 
Was not a law but a ſufferance. * 
Moſes fu rd them to put away 
their wives ; and that becauſe of the 
hardneſs of their hearts; viz. they 
were in their nature fo cruel, that if 
they were not ſuffer'd to put away 
their wives, they would uſe them 
ill, and ſometimes even kill them 
out of vexation, for being confin'd 
to them againſt whom they had tak- 1 
en a diſlike. This ſufferance there- 


>, 3 | me Og K ey why 


Deut. xxiv. 1. 


* Mat. xix. 8. &c. 


N Was the firſt upon record 


[ 241 } 
not a poſitive law; Then he re- 
ferred them to the original Con- 
tract, intimating that from tbe be- 
ginning it was not ſo; and that 
in conſcience they ought not to 
put away their wives except it were 


for fornication. 


. % 
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SECTION vu. 
_  Barrenneſs. 


PURIUS Carvilius, whoſe 
Surname was Ruga, a 


pe 


at 
s 

x 
4 : . 
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4 


| Aul, Gell. No&. Att. iy. c. 3. Spu- i 
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at Rome for divorcing his wife. 

He did it becauſe through ſome bo- 
dily infirmity no children were. 
born of her. He is ſaid to have 
loved her exceedingly, and to have 

held her moſt dear on account of 
the ſweetneſs of her manners, 


" \ 


_ 
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rius Careitins cui nga cognomentum 
fuit, vir nobilis, Wvörtithtl. cum uxore 
fecit; quia liberi ex ea, corporis vi. 
tio, non gignerentur, anno urbis con- 
ditæ 19Xx111, M. Attilio P. Valerio 
Coſs. atque is Carvilius traditur ux- 
orem, quam dimiſit, egregie dilexiſſe, 
cariſſimamque morum ejus gratia ha- 
buille ; ſed Jusjurandi religionem ani- 
mo atque amori preveruſſe ; quod 
jurare a cenſoribus coactus erat uxorem 
11 liberüm querendorum Ras habi- 


turum. | r 
e „ 
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but to have given his oath the 
preference to his love and eſteem 
of her: for he had been obliged 
by the Cenſors to ſwear that it 
was for the ſake of having chil- 
dren, he took a wife.“ But this 
over- ſcrupulouſneſs could not clear 
him: for * © Though he ſeem'd 


ts act from a ſpecious motive, yet 


he did not eſcape cenſure. For 
men judged. that even a deſire of 


children ought not to be ſet before 


conjugal Adelity. 


aa 
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1 
44. 


- © Val: Mar ii. e. 1. 4. Qn 
quam tolerabili ratione motus videba- 
tur, reprehenſione tamen non caruit: 
qui nec cupiditatem quidem liberorum 


conjugali fidei præponi a ar- 
bitrabantur. 


Mz Indeed 


| 
| 
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Indeed it was ſomewhat unna- 
tural in him to turn away his be- 
loved wife for ſuch a cauſe. It 


was not her fault ſhe bore no chil- 


dren, but her misfortune. Per- 
haps it was his fault as much as, 
or more than it was her's. 
Perhaps it was not the fault of 
either of them Nay perhaps, 
had he patience, ſhe might have 
borne him children before. ſhe was 
paſt child - bearing. But let us 
ſuppoſe, that through ſome bodily 
infirmity contracted after mar- 
riage, ſhe never could have borne 
any, yet as the having children 


ought not to be the only end of 


marriage, the want of them alone 
Was 


22 0 
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was not a ſufficient cauſe of di- 


wet, 

vorce. 
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SECTION VII. 
5  Moroſeneſs. 


A T EITHER was moroſeneſs a 
* ſufficient © cauſe. It was. 
not therefore wiſely ſaid of the 

Emperor Adrian,“ That he 
would have divorced his wife Sa- 
bina as a moroſe and ſurly wo- 
man, had he been a private man.“ 


n 


_— oo; — 


* Alian. Spartian. Var. 1 102. Ux- 
orem | Sabinam] ut moroſam et aſ- 
peram dimiſſurus, ut ipſe dixit, fi pri- 
vatus fuiſſet. 


M 3 \. For 
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For even if a wife's moroſeneſs 


were not at all owing to miſbe- 


haviour 1 in the huſband ; or if ſhe 


had no good qualities to counter- 
balance this evil one; yet it is 


in itſelf too light a cauſe of fo 
harſh a proceeding as the caſt- 


ing off a woman for ever, who 


for his ſake had left her friends 
and relations, and put herſelf un- 
det his protection. 


* The ſaying of Varro was 


much wiſer, which he utter'd 1 in his 


Satire 


raed — "Wer "il 


— 


n Gel. Noct. Att. 1. 17. Varro 
insSatyra. Menippea, quum de officio 


mariti ſcripſit, Waun. inquit, uxoris, 
| aut 


& © 4 
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Satire Menip pea, when he wrote 
on the duty of a hufhand ; The 
fault'\of a aiſe, ſaid he, is either 
to be remov d, or bonne with. He 
ho" removes the fault, renders his 
wife more eaſy to lim; be who bears 
- avith it, renders anal the. bet 
fan! 


* 


What Varro taught, Soecrates 
progiſed. 4, He had, by report, 


28 
e. 
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. tollendum aut ferendum eſt: qui 
tollit vitium, uxorem commodiorem 
præſtat; qui fert, ſeſe meliorem fa- 
cit. 


＋ Ibid. Xandppe Socratis Philoſo- 
phi uxor moroſa admodum fuiſſe fer- 
tur. Alcibiades interrogavit Socra- 
| M 4 | tem, 
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.as moroſe a wife as a man could 


have. Yet when Alcibiades aſked 


him the reaſon why: he did not 
put away ſuch a crabbed wife, he 
anſwer d, While I bear with ber at 
home, 1 Keep my felf i in exerciſe, that 
J may the more egi bear with 
1 abroad. ata 


0 


. 0 . , ' a 4 . 22 
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— quæbam ratio eſſet, c cur 1 


tam acerbam domo non exigeret; Quo- 
niam, inquit Socrates, quum illam domi 


talem perpetior, inſueſco et exerceor, ut 
| Ceterorum quogue foris FOR et 


uriam facilius feram. 
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SECTION IX: 
T | Other lighter cauſe. 


Ir would be 8 to dwell e on 
| every cauſe of divorce. I ſhall 


chores mention but two or three 
more of the lighter ſort, to ſhew 


the extravagant humour of ancient 
! in regard to divorces. 1 


l Thus * N * Antiſtius di- 

red his Wife, becauſe he ſaw: 
her whiſpering in a public place 
with a common F reed- woman.“ 


— 1 — 


* Val. Max. vi. 3. 11. Quod illam 
in publico cum quadam libertina vul- 
gari ſecreto loquentem viderat. 


M5 And 


2501 
And * Publius Sempronius divorc'd 
his, for nothing but becauſe ſhe 
ventur d to appear at a public di- 
verſion without his knowledge.“ 


+ © But horrid was the matri- 
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Ib. 12.—Nihil aliud quam, ſe ig- 
norante, ludos auſam ſpectare. 


+ Ib. 10. Hortidam Co Sulpiti 
Galli maritale ſupercilium. Nam ux- 
orem dimiſit, quod eam capite aperto 
foris verſatam cognoverat ; abſciſſa 
fententia, ſed tamen aliqua ratione mu- 
nita. Lex enim, inquit, tibi meos tan- 
tum prafinit oculos, quibus fermam tuan 
approbes. His decoris inſtrumenta com- 
para ; his efta ſpecioſa ; horum te cer- 
tiori crede notitie. Ulterior tui con- 
Jpeetus ſupervæcua irritatione accerfiius 
in ſuperſtitione et crimine Subbereat 1 ne- 


oe eſt. 41S FI $33 {33 


monial 


— 
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2.3 
monial ſuperciliouſneſs of Caius 
Sulpitius Gallus. For he divorc'd 
his wife becauſe he underſtood ſhe 
was abroad with her head un- 
cover'd. An abrupt ſentence, and 
yet ſup ported by ſome ſlradow-of 
reaſoning... For. the. lau, ſaid he. 
has preſerib'd you mine eyes alone to 
which you may recommend your per- 
fon. Againſt theſe plant your en- 
gines of beauty; to theſe be amiable 3 
to therr ſafer notice truſt your ſelf. A 
Farther fight of you drawn by 4 
Juperfluous coguetry muſt needs 2 
in WC uſpicion and guilt. 5 2 
One ſhould think theſe men 
fought an occaſion to divorce their 
wives; and wanted not to reform 
HOLY, -" 0 6 but 
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but to get rid of them. At leaſt fo 
they uſurp'd a power which they fe 


ought not to have. For it is 
not reaſonable to ſu ppoſe a wo- w 
man free by nature would enter T 
into an agreement with a man ad 
for life, which he may _ ar | by 
his FROG: With. Rl. fat 


N | ” — 2 8 i 
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Adultery. 


UT it was allowed. on all 1 
hands, that Adultery was a Jul 
juſtifiable cauſe of ay Aras * The teri 
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forequoted law of Romulus ſuf- 
fer'd/- a man to divorce his wife 
for the crime of Adultery,* * «© Nay 
we read that Julia the wife of 
Tiberius, being found guilty of 
adultery, was divorc'd from him 
by the authority of es [her 

2 


Even a ſuſpicion of Adultery 
was thought by ſome a ſufficient 


cauſe of * + © Julius Cæſar 
| divorc'd 


„ Suet. Tib. c. xi. Cbmperit deinge} 
Juliam uxorem ob libidines atque adul- 
teria damnatam repudium ei ſuo no- 

mine ex 9 — remiſ- 
ſum. * 


; Vet. * Cæſar. c. 6. Pick 
duxit 


[ 254 ] 


divorc'd his wife Pompeja, ſuſ- 


pecting her to have committed 
adultery with Publius Clodius ; 


of whom there was ſo firm a re- 


port, that he had made his way 


to her, in a woman's apparel, amid 
ſome religious ceremonies, that 
the Senate decreed an Inquiſition 
ſhould be made concerning the 
n of thing ſacred. Yet 


75 Juli us 
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duxit Q. Pompeij filiam, Syllænep- 
tem: cum qua deinde divortium fe- 
cit, adulteratam opinatus a P. Clodio, 
quem inter publicas ceremonias pene- 
trafſe ad eam muliebri veſte tam con- 
ſtans fama erat, ut Senatus queſtionem 
de pollutis facris decreverit. , 


© 2 (Nuts Jul. Cal c. 74. Teſtis Ci- 


tatus, 


2551 
„ jullus being cited as an evidence, 
denied he had diſcover'd any thing, 
though both his mother Aurelia, 
and his ſiſter Julia, had related alt 
upon their credit before the ſame 
Judges: and being ' aſked, why 
then had he put away his wife, 
Becauſe, ſaid he, I think thoſe who 
belong to me aught ts be clear of 
ſuſpicion as well as of guilt.” 


a; 


However privileg'd a ' Czfar 
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tatus, negavit ſe quidquam compe- 
riſſe: quamvis et Mater Aurelia, et 
ſoror Julia, apud eoſdem judices, omnia 
ex fide retuliſſent. Interrogatuſque cur: 
igitur repudiaſſet uxorem, Quoniam, 
inquit, neos tam ſuſpicione quam crimine 
Judico carere aportere. f 


al ght 
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might have been, yet ſach a power | 


as this of divorcing upon ſuſpicion 
ſeems too great to be put into 
the hands of a ſingle man, or 


even of a court of Judicature: 
fince we have no * water of jea- 
louſy among us, to try women's 
chaſtity, and the Trial Ordeal has 


been long ſince — 
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Attempts to check Divorces. 


O do the Magiltrates of old 
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juſtice, they took ſome pains 
to check n too een e x 


[ 257 ] 
tice of divorces. We are told in 
general, that A when Auguſtus 
found that by the frequent chang- 
ing of marriages, the force of his 
law concerning them was evaded, 
he ſet bounds to divorcements.“ 
And in particular, that % Marcus 
Valerius Maximus, and Caius Ju- 


* 


Suet. Aug. xxxiv. Cum jam ma- 
trimoniorum crebra mutatione vim 
legis cludi ſentiret, divortijs ** 
impoſuit. 


I Val. Max. ii. c. 9. $2. M. Joo 4 
nus Maximus, et C. Junius Bubul- 
cus Brutus cenſores L. Antonium ſe- 
natu moverunt: quad quam virginem 
in matrimonium duxerat, repudiaſſet, 
nullo amicorum in conſilium adhibito. 

At 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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nius Bubulcus Brutus, Cenſors, ex- 


pelbd Lucius Antonius from the 
Senate, becauſe he had'divorc'd'a 


Virgin whom ' he had married, 
without calling any of his friends 
to a conſultation about it. I don't 


know ſ ſays my au thor] if. this fault 
be not greater than the foregoing 


[Celibacy, ] for by that the ſacred 
rites of marriages are only flight- 


ed: 2 mas * th are Ss 81 


In oppoſition (38 it were ) to. this 
proceeding, was that of Domi- 


4 


. — >. 
TOTP TA 7 1 3 - „ 
* 7 — — a4 - * * — — 


To bed de an dr ma- 


jus, illo namque conjugalia facra ſpre- 
ta tantum, iſ etiam Inguraoſe on 
ſunt. Mo ER | | 


tit. tian. 
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tian. For he ſtruck. out of 


the lift of the Judges a Roman 
Knight, for taking back his wife 


whom he had divorc'd, having 
charg'd her with adultery.” This 
was rather cruel : for though it 


might prevent in ſome meaſure 


the raſhneſs of divorce, ſince at- 
ter it the wife was irrecoverable ; 


yet it might encourage in men im- 


placability, a principleill- becoming 
a human being, who is himſelf fo 
liable to do wrong. Nay fome- 
times the very huſband might have 


$4... . 4 * * 


- * Suet. Domitian. viii. Equitem Ro- 
manum ob reductam in matrimonium 


uxorem, cui dimiſſæ adultery .crimen 
intenderat, eraſit judicum albo., =; 


- beet 


* 
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been greatly injur d by ſuch. pro- 
ceeding. It is ſaid that * « M. 
Lepidus pined away, becauſe he 
could not bear the loſs of his wife 
Apuleja after a divorce.” |... 


And to ſhew how eaſy it is to 


Judge, but how hard to practiſe, 
T CF The fame Emperor di vorc d | 


” I n 4 * A * 


3 2»*2— — 
* A 


„Alex. ab Alex, iv. c. 8. V. Lepi- 
dus quod Apuleiz uxoris deſiderium 
Poſt divortium ferre nequiret, morbo 
extabuit. 


J Suet. Domitian iii. Uxorem ſuam 
Domitiam Paridis hiſtrionis amore de- 
perditam, repudiavit : intraque breve 


tempus, impatiens diſſidij, quaſi effla- 


gitante populo, reduxit. 


player: 
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perately in love with Paris a Stage- 
player: and within a ſhort time, 
impatient of the ſeparation, brought 
her back again, as if the kt 
carneſtly wiſh'd for it.“ 


„Lien Waſibie there are ocher 


weighty cauſes of divorce alledg'd 
by Caſuiſts beſides Adultery. But 
as I deſign'd at firſt to treat of 
this. article hiſtorically rather than 
caſuiſtically, I ſhall leave the diſ- 


cuſſion of them to far better judges 
than myſelf, viz. the learned pro- 


feſſors of the law. 
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From bed and board. 


UT before H Ene of this 
chapter, I ſhall offer a word 

or r two about that Kind of divorce 
which is called a Divorce * from 
bed and beard.” This i is not a total 
diffolution of the Marriage-bond, 
but ſuch a ſeparation of Man and 
Wife as quits them of the obliga- 
tion of cohabiting together, and 


yet forbids them to cohabit with 


any other; and Which is granted 
in many caſes beſides that of adul- 
teryy 1 could with that either 


— — 


* A menſa et thoro. 


of 
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of them being about to ſue for this 
kind of divorce would conſider 
| beforehand the inconveniences that 
may ariſe from it. The charac- 
ters of both may be expos'd to the 
cenſure of the world, which com- 
monly lays the blame on both, and 
even, more than they really de- 
ſerve. heir children (if there 
be any) may be depriv'd of their 
joint care and attention, which 
might have been little enough, 


eſpecially i in that important article 
their education—The family eſtate | 
may ſuffer for want of their mu- 
tual economy in their ſeveral of- 
fices— The breach, which perhaps 
was intended to be healed up by 
their abſence from each other for 

4 a while, 


140 


a while, may rather grow wider 


der no {mall temptation of chang- 


ing the martiage-bed. for a ſinful 
commerce with others or the 


innocent may be injur'd as well as 
the guilty, as not enjoying either 
the pleaſure of a married, or the 


liberty of a ſingle life. 
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25 NCLUSION. 


E have ſeen in the ſore- 
goin g pages the miſerable 


train af conſequences that have fol- 
| lowed the practice of Adultery. 
Hiſtory, hoth ancient and modern; 
ſacred and profane, have furniſhed 
us with examples to prove that it 
has diſgraced, ruined, and deſtroy- 
ed individuals; broke up families; 
dethroned kings; ſubverted em- 
pires; and laid deſolate whole 
countries. From the variety and ſe- 
verity of the puniſhments inflicted 


on offenders, we may perceive the 
abhorrence it was held in through 


N all 
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all civilized ſtates. We had once in 
our own nation more powers to ſup- 
preſs it than we have at preſent. The 
ecclefiaſtical courts could reſtrain 
many immoralities; but their in- 
fluence has been eclipſed by the 
interpoſition of the courts of com- 
mon law: inſomuch that they are 
become little more than the ſha- 
dows of juſtice. The ſtatute laws 
againſt immoralities have loſt their 
edge, which has been blunted by 
informations, laid by low and hun- 
gry evidence, for the ſake of the 
reward only; by which means in- 
| formers are looked upon as infa- 
mous, and rendered in a manner 
uſeleſs. 80 that now there is a 
neceſſary call upon mankind to ex- 

ert 
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ert their united endeavours to cheek 
the bare- faced impudence of vice; 


to cruſh the numerous public aſ- 


ſemblies, places too often form- 


ed for intrigues and aſſignations; 
to daſh gaming out of counte- 
nance; in ſhort to drive away that 
diſſipation which reigns ſo much 
in families. 


Poſſeſſed with the ſpirit of dig 
pation a wife is buſy, but has no- 


thing todo is in a hurry to go, 


but knows not where;— is not 


afraid of any thing ſo much as the 


being left alone; her mornings are 
thrown away at the mercers, mil- 
liners; and mantua-makers; — her 
| —_ are taken up at the play- 
N 2 houſe 
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houſe or card-parties ;—her nights 
are conſumed at the Coterie;—her 
mind is left unguarded; tempta- 
tions ſlide into it; and ſhe falls a 
prey to ſome invei glin g ſharper, 
and is then forced to repair her 
loſles by the Ms of her chaſ- 
tity. 

A huſband too, when under the 
ſame influence, is no leſs to be cen- 
ſured. He is more daring in his 
vices, and more An ett * 
He deſpiſes the reproach of the 
world, which is the higheſt mark 
of profligacy.— He forgets the ſo- 
lemn vow made at the altar, and 
gives God the lie, which he an 
not take from man. | 

TER 16 
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In a word; while the huſband 
is immerſed in the follies, vices, 
and extravagancies of the faſhion- 
able world, what is become of the 
natural juſtice due to his children? 
While the wife is abſorbed in a 
round of giddy and guilty amuſe- 
ments, what is become of the ten- 
derneſs of a mother's heart? And 
what is to become of the growing 
generation, whoſe minds have not 
been formed by the wiſe inſtruc- 
tions, or _ examples of Wit 
rents? 86 


#3 


L Theſe SY ures af 4 8 
Fe gay as they are, bring on ſe- 
rious evils. Domeſtic happineſs 4s 
no more—the affections of the 
| N 3 married 
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married pair are expired — their 
tempers grow ſour — wranglings 
make up their converſations 
0 which are ſoon followed by burſts 
of paſſion, diſguſt, and hatred. 
Theſe are the odious ſcenes to be 
viewed in a houſe thus miſerably 
divided againſt itſelf. If jealouſy 
ſteps in, doubts of legitimacy will 
enſue: and the man who doubts 
the legitimacy of his children, will 
negligent of their improvements. | 
Now if theſe be the conſequences 
ariſing from a doubt, what muſt 
ariſe from a certainty of the fact? 
Nothing but law-ſuits, _— 
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It muſt be confeſt that the men 

of intrigue are uſually the primary 
cauſe of married women's decline 
from virtue, and deſerve a puniſh- 
ment that may render them inca- 
pable of committing again the 
ſame offence. By impudence and 
importunity they take advantage 
of their weakneſs and flexibility. 
However, both the offending Par- 
ties ſeem to forget what may one 
day or another be dreadfully re- 
collected on their death- beds, that 
vuhoremongers and adulterers God 


m Judge. 2, 


"bs "i mean oth and til che 
legiſlature ſhall think it proper to 
95 N 4 : aſſign 


[ 272 ] 


affign a puniſhment equal to the 
crime of adultery, were there a law 
in force that prohibited an. adul- 
terer and adultereſs ever to marry 
together after conviction, it might 
be a mean of preventing frequent 
adulteries: for adulteries are often 
committed with a view of after - 
marriage. What makes à former 
intrigue of this fort the more ſuſ- 
pected is the haſty marriage en- 
tered into upon a woman's. ſepara- 
tion from her firſt huſband, either 
by death or divorce. Martial; in 
the two following epi grams, inſi- 


nuates, that ſuch a marriage is a 


tacit confeſſion of an munen, which 


was carried on before; as, . 
40544 * 2 9 | oo 1 7 Ta 


pm 
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* To Paulla i. Ep. 74. 


* 
5 


"He was your ſpark ; yet you deny d it chen; : 


He's now Joor ow! can Choy yy * 


4 On Proculina vi. a 22. 


* bim you marry, * but jult wm, 1 
Vour huſband living, was your paramour, 
To *ſcape the cenſure of the Julian act; 
You do not marry, but confeſs the fact. 


. 8 * 
— * — 


& » 


Ad Paullam, i. Ep. 74. ? 
Muchus erat ; poteras tamen hoc tu, Paulla, negare ; 
Ecce vir eſt; aunquid, Paulla, negare potes? 

F In Proculinam. vi. Ep. 22. 
Quod nubis, Proculina, concubino, 
Et mœchum modo, nunc facis maritum, 
Ne lex Julia te notare poſſit; 
Noa nubis, Proculina, ſed fateris, 


N 5 I may | i 


: 
| 
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2 may fay farther, fach"a law 


"night prevent frequent murders. 
For the rage of luſt in the one, 
and the force of ſelf-intereſt i in the 
other, will ſometimes urge them 
to ſtick | at nothing that may re- 
move the obſtacle which hinders 
them from coming nearer to- 


beiher. 12 


It may be objected indeed that 
laws ſhould never be made which 


may throw any difficulties in the 
way to marriage. Becauſe ſuch 
laws muſt obſtruct population, and 
counteract one of the firſt prin- 

ciples of government, viz. That 

the ſtrength of a nation conſiſts 
in the number of its people. This 


18 


* „ 
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is true if its people were born of 
honeſt and induſtrious parents, and 
were honeſtly and induſtriouſly 
brought up. But what good to a 
nation can be expected from the 
iſſue of two ſuch proſligates? Nor 
| would population be much ob- 
ſtructed by ſuch a law: for ſtill 


the Adulterer might marry ano- 
ther woman, and 2 Adultereſs 


| another man. 


It may be anſwer'd, ſach might 
be their attachment, that they 
3 would. marry no other; and if for- 
. bidden to marry together, would 
live together in fornication, to the 
ſcandal of the r where they 


N 6 It 
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were ſo, there are, or ought to be, 
laws to puniſh them for ſo doing. 
But how great a ſcandal to any 
place 'muſt be a connection be- 
gun with adultery, and compleated 
with marriage! This, ſurely, is, 
if not the continuation, yet the 
triumph of adultery; ſince both 
the offenders have obtain'd what 
perhaps they principally aimed 
A* | Ce 
It may be replied, That by mar- 
-rying together, they would re- 
move the ſcandal they had given: 
becauſe through a regular life for 
dhe Wlute, * would ſignify a 


deteſty- 


is 
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deteſtation of their former irregu- 
larity. 1 Va 


This is very unlikely. It is 
more likely they would increaſe 
the ſcandal.. For moſt common- 
ly the perſon who has been falſe 
to one bed, will in time, from the 
fame inconſtancy or laſciviouſneſs, 
be falſe to another. They would 
give a much better proof of their 
repentance by lamenting apart their 
former irregularity, than by en- 
joying the fruits of it together. 


But it may be aſked, Would 
not ſuch a law contradict the na- 
ture and deſign of a divorce, Which 
.zmplics not only a ſeparation of 
man 
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man and wife, but alſo a liberty 
of marrying another 50 


It may be anſwer d, Divorce 
does not imply a liberty of mar- 
rying any other. There are ſe- 
veral perſons forbidden to marry 
0 together: and theſe ought to be 


added to the number. In the caſe 


of Adultery, there is to be con- 
fider'd a puniſhment of offenders, 
as well as a ſeparation of man and 
wife: but to allow ſuch offen- 
ders to marry together is to re- 
ward, not to puniſh them. 


5 It may be farther 1 I. is 
| a that after a divorce the 


former 
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former huſband will be indiffer- 
ent about the children who were 
born ſince the commencement of 
the adultery, ſuſpecting them not 
to be his; and the Adulterer will 
be fond of them, ſuppoſing them 
to be his, eſpecially if they bear 
ſome reſemblance of him. It might 
therefore be proper, the Adulterer 
and Adultereſs ſhould be allowed 
to marry together for the fake bas 
f thoſe children. 8 | 


' To this it may be anſwer'd, It 
would by no means be proper 
they ſhould have any thing to do 
with thoſe children; eſpecially if 
they be females, leſt the daughters 

{hould 
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ſhould learn to be like the mo- 


ther. Nay they ought to be wholly 


kept from them as a puniſhment 
for bringing them into the world 
through ſuch unlawful means. 
Whereas the putting them into 
the hands of theſe perſons, would 
be the completion of their wiſhes. 
In the mean while the law does, 
or eaſily may provide againſt the 


neglect of the children from the 
indifference of the former huſ- 


band. 


The occaſion of my purſuing 


_ this argument fo cloſely, is the 
fight of a * bill which was pat 


2 * 


9 * * — „ 


* Vide Appendix. 
TI; laſt 


„ 


lalt ſeſſions in the Houſe of poo | 
but not in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. I have not been able to 
learn the reaſons given for paſling 
or not paſſing it in either houſe; 
and am therefore obliged to truſt 
to my own reaſoning on the ſub- 
ject: which, if it ſhall appear to 
my readers weak and groundleſs, 


I hope they will excuſe, on ac- 
count of my zeal for that ſtate 


upon which a double affront has 
been lately put, firſt in breaking, 
then in profaning its /acred bands. 
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N L. 
INTITULED | 
An Act to reftrain Perſins who 
all be divorced for the Crime of 
| Adultery, from marrying, or con- 
 trafting Matrimony, | with the 
Party with whom they have been 
proved to have carried on ſuch 
criminal Intercourſe; and to de- 
Clare the Iſſue of ſuch Marriages 
incapable of inberiting. 


HE RE As the permit- 
ting any Perſon, after be- 


| ing dire for the Crime of 
Adultery, 
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Matrimony with the Perſon with 
whom he ar ſhe ſhall be proved to 
have had ſuch criminal In tercourſe, 
may tend to the Encouragement of 
Vice and Immorality, and be pro- 


ductive of many and great Inconve- 


niencies : For Remedy thereof, be 
- It enacted by the King's moſt Ex- 
cellent Majeſty, by and with the 


Advice and Conſent of the Lords 


| Spiritual and Temporal, and Com- 
mons, in this preſent Parliament 
aſſembled, and by the Authority 
of the ſame, That from and after 
the Firſt Day of May next, it ſhall 
not be lawful for any Perſon who 
ſhall hereafter be divorced by Acc 
of Parliament, for the faid Crime 

$- of 


dultery, to marry or contract 
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of Adultery, to marry or contract 
Marriage with the offending Party, 
with whom ſuch Adultery, upon 
which the ſaid Divorce was had and 
obtained, ſhall be proved to have 
been committed; but that all ſuch 
Marriages ſhall be deemed unlaw- 
ful, and abſolutely null and void, 
to all Intents and Tons what- 
ſoever. 


| And be it further enacted by the 
Authority aforeſaid, That all Chil- 
dren who ſhall hereafter be born in 
ſuch unlawful Wedlock, ſhall be, 
and they are hereby declared to be, 
Baſtards, and incapable of inhe- 


riting. 


wn 1 5. 
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